Music
Impact, Intent and Implementation and Linked to EYFS
Impact
What is the outcome of our Music curriculum in Year 1? 
Our Year 1 Music curriculum builds on the foundations laid in the Early Years Foundation Stage, particularly through the area of Expressive Arts and Design. In EYFS, children begin to explore sound, rhythm, and movement through singing, instrument play, and imaginative expression. These early experiences foster creativity, listening skills, and enjoyment of music.
In Year 1, this is extended through structured learning that introduces pupils to musical elements such as pitch, tempo, pattern, and rhythm. Children begin to listen actively, perform simple pieces, and express their ideas through singing and playing tuned and untuned instruments. By building on their natural enjoyment of music and movement, we help them develop confidence, coordination, and an appreciation for music from different times and cultures—laying the foundation for lifelong musical engagement and creativity.
Intent 
Our intent for Music in Year 1 is to foster a lifelong love of music by engaging children in rich and varied musical experiences. In line with the national curriculum, we aim to inspire creativity, build self-confidence, and develop a secure understanding of the key musical elements: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, and musical notation.
Children are given opportunities to listen and respond to a wide range of musical genres, sing individually and in groups, learn to play instruments, and take part in live performances. These experiences help them develop the core skills of listening and appraising, composing, and performing. Our inclusive and high-quality provision ensures that every child begins to understand the role of music in different cultures and communities, laying the foundation for musical appreciation and expression throughout their education.

Implementation
How is the curriculum delivered in Year 1?
In Year 1, our Music curriculum is implemented through weekly lessons that follow the National Oak scheme of work, ensuring coverage of the national curriculum requirements. Children sing, listen, appraise, compose, and perform regularly, using tuned and untuned instruments to explore musical elements such as pitch, tempo, dynamics, and rhythm. Each unit begins with the study of a composer from a different historical period, helping children build cultural awareness and musical vocabulary. Pupils are exposed to a wide range of genres through classroom activities and weekly assemblies, and they learn to describe and analyse music using appropriate terminology. Opportunities to perform in seasonal productions and join the choir further enrich their experience, while inclusive planning ensures that all children, including those with SEND, can access and enjoy music. This structured and engaging approach helps our Year 1 pupils develop as confident, expressive young musicians.
Link to EYFS Framework
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 Music curriculum builds on the strong foundations laid in the Early Years Foundation Stage, particularly through the area of Expressive Arts and Design. In EYFS, children begin to explore sound, rhythm, and movement through singing, dancing, and playing instruments, developing their creativity and confidence. These early experiences are deepened in Year 1 through structured weekly lessons that introduce musical elements such as pitch, tempo, and dynamics. Pupils continue to sing, listen, appraise, and perform, while also learning about composers and musical genres from different historical periods. This progression ensures a smooth transition into Key Stage One, nurturing children’s musical understanding and self-expression in a way that is inclusive, engaging, and developmentally appropriate.
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