History
Impact, Intent and Implementation and Linked to EYFS
Impact
What is the outcome of our History curriculum in Year 1?
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 History curriculum is designed to ignite a lifelong love of learning about the past. In line with the national curriculum, children begin to develop an awareness of significant historical events, people, and places—both within living memory and beyond. Through carefully chosen key concepts and our unique boxset curriculum, pupils build a broad and meaningful understanding of how history has shaped the world around them.
This approach empowers children with the knowledge and skills to ask questions, make connections, and begin to understand chronology and change over time. Our inclusive and diverse curriculum promotes empathy and respect for people from different times and cultures, helping children to appreciate the richness of human experience and to grow as informed, thoughtful citizens.

Intent 
At Beaconfields, our intent for History in Year 1 is to spark curiosity about the past and help children begin to understand how historical events, people, and places have shaped the world around them. In line with the national curriculum, we aim to develop pupils’ awareness of chronology, introduce them to significant individuals and events, and encourage them to ask thoughtful questions about change, cause, and consequence.
Our curriculum is built around key concepts that allow children to explore history through engaging stories, artefacts, and discussions. We foster a love of learning by making history meaningful and accessible, helping pupils to connect their own experiences to those of people from different times and places. Through our inclusive and diverse approach, children begin to appreciate the richness of human history and develop the foundations to become informed, respectful, and reflective individuals.
Implementation
How is the curriculum delivered in Year 1?
History in Year 1 is delivered through a concept-led curriculum that introduces children to significant events, people, and places from the past. Lessons are carefully sequenced to build chronological understanding and encourage pupils to ask questions, make comparisons, and explore cause and effect. Children begin to use historical vocabulary to describe changes over time and understand the difference between past and present.
Our boxset curriculum provides engaging narratives and visual resources that bring history to life, helping children connect emotionally and intellectually with the topics they study. Pupils explore history through storytelling, role play, artefact handling, and discussion, which supports their ability to think critically and reflect on diverse perspectives.
We ensure that our curriculum is inclusive and representative, allowing children to learn about a wide range of cultures, communities, and historical figures. This approach helps pupils develop empathy, respect, and a deeper appreciation for the world around them, laying the foundation for informed and engaged citizenship.
Link to EYFS Framework
Our Year 1 History curriculum builds on the foundations laid in the Early Years Foundation Stage, particularly through the area of Understanding the World. In EYFS, children begin to explore the concept of time by talking about past and present events in their own lives and those of family members. They develop curiosity about people, places, and traditions, which lays the groundwork for historical thinking. In Year 1, this is extended through structured learning about significant individuals, events, and changes over time. By building on children’s natural interest in stories and their own experiences, we help them begin to understand chronology, ask questions, and make connections—developing the skills and knowledge needed to become thoughtful young historians.
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