Art
Impact, Intent and Implementation and Linked to EYFS
Impact
What is the outcome of our Art curriculum in Year 1?
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 Art and Design curriculum is designed to nurture creativity, self-expression, and cultural awareness from the very beginning. In line with the national curriculum, children use sketchbooks to explore ideas, experiment with techniques, and reflect on their own work and the work of others. These sketchbooks become a personal journey of artistic development, showcasing how pupils have critiqued and evaluated their creations and gained insight into a wide range of artists and styles.
Our classrooms and corridor displays celebrate the pride children take in their artwork, reinforcing the value of visual expression and achievement. Through exposure to diverse artistic influences and opportunities to engage with the wider community, we aim to build cultural capital and inspire children to see themselves as confident, capable artists.
Intent 
At Beaconfields, our intent for Art and Design in Year 1 is to inspire creativity, curiosity, and confidence in every child. We aim to provide a rich and varied curriculum that encourages pupils to explore a wide range of materials, techniques, and artistic styles. In line with the national curriculum, children begin to develop their visual language and learn how to express ideas through drawing, painting, and sculpture.
Sketchbooks are introduced as a personal space for experimentation and reflection, helping children to record their thoughts, evaluate their work, and respond to the work of others. Through exposure to diverse artists and cultural influences, we aim to build children’s cultural capital and nurture their identity as young artists. Our goal is to create a learning environment where children feel proud of their artwork, take creative risks, and begin to see art as a powerful form of communication and self-expression.
Implementation
How is the curriculum delivered in Year 1?
At Beaconfields, Art and Design in Year 1 is delivered through a carefully structured approach that encourages exploration, creativity, and reflection. Pupils use sketchbooks to record their ideas, experiment with materials, and respond to the work of a wide range of artists. These sketchbooks become a personal space for developing visual thinking and tracking progress over time.
Children are introduced to key techniques such as drawing, painting, and sculpture, using a variety of tools and media. Lessons are designed to build fine motor skills, visual awareness, and confidence in self-expression. Pupils are encouraged to evaluate their own work and the work of others, developing a vocabulary to describe artistic choices and outcomes.
Art is embedded across the curriculum and celebrated through vibrant classroom and corridor displays, showcasing the pride children take in their creations. Opportunities to engage with local artists, exhibitions, and community projects further enrich their experience and inspire them to see art as a meaningful part of their world.
Link to EYFS Framework
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 Art and Design curriculum builds directly on the creative foundations established in the Early Years Foundation Stage. In EYFS, children begin to explore colour, texture, shape, and form through expressive arts and design, developing their fine motor skills and confidence in self-expression. These early experiences are deepened in Year 1 through the continual use of sketchbooks, where pupils record ideas, experiment with materials, and reflect on their own work and the work of others. By continuing to nurture imagination, curiosity, and visual communication, we ensure a smooth transition from EYFS into Key Stage One, helping children grow as confident, thoughtful young artists.
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