Science
Impact, Intent and Implementation and Linked to EYFS
Impact
What is the outcome of our Science curriculum in Year 1? 
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 Science curriculum is designed to nurture children’s natural curiosity and develop their ability to ask meaningful questions about the world around them. In line with the national curriculum, pupils begin to explore scientific concepts through observation, discussion, and hands-on investigation. They learn to make predictions, carry out simple tests, record findings, and draw conclusions—laying the foundation for key enquiry skills that will grow throughout their primary education.
Children are introduced to different types of scientific enquiry and begin to understand how to choose appropriate methods to answer their questions. They also learn to evaluate their investigations and suggest improvements, developing critical thinking and resilience. Through community links, including workshops and visitors, pupils experience science in real-life contexts and begin to see its relevance in society and future careers.
Our aim is that every child leaves Year 1 with a growing confidence in scientific thinking, a strong foundation in enquiry skills, and a sense of wonder that will continue to flourish as they progress through Key Stage One and beyond.
Intent 
At Beaconfields Primary School, our intent for Science in Year 1 is to nurture children’s natural curiosity and lay the foundations for scientific thinking through a high-quality, knowledge-rich curriculum. In line with the national curriculum, we aim to develop pupils’ understanding of the world around them by introducing key scientific concepts related to plants, animals, materials, and seasonal changes. Our concept-led approach ensures that children engage in exciting, practical, and hands-on experiences that build their scientific knowledge, skills, and vocabulary.
We encourage children to ask questions, make observations, and begin to carry out simple investigations, helping them understand how science works in everyday life. By planning for the development of ‘science capital’, we ensure that all children—regardless of background—see the relevance of science in their lives and begin to recognise its role in society. Our goal is to ignite curiosity, foster confidence, and inspire a lifelong interest in scientific exploration.

Implementation
How is the curriculum delivered in Year 1?
Our Year 1 Science curriculum is fully aligned with the national curriculum and delivered through the Developing Experts scheme of work, Pupils are introduced to key scientific concepts such as seasonal changes, everyday materials, plants, and animals, and are encouraged to make connections with their prior knowledge and interests. Scientific enquiry is central to our approach, with frequent opportunities for children to ask questions, observe closely, perform simple tests, and gather evidence. Lessons are carefully sequenced and differentiated to ensure all learners—including those with additional needs—can access and engage with the content. This structured and concept-led approach helps children build a strong foundation in scientific knowledge, vocabulary, and enquiry skills from the very start of Key Stage One.
Link to EYFS Framework
At Beaconfields, our Year 1 Science curriculum builds on the foundations laid in the Early Years Foundation Stage, particularly through the area of Understanding the World. In EYFS, children begin to explore the natural world around them by observing changes, asking questions, and developing curiosity through play and hands-on experiences. These early encounters with nature, materials, and living things are deepened in Year 1 through structured scientific enquiry. Pupils begin to identify, classify, and test, while learning to use scientific vocabulary to describe their observations. This progression ensures a smooth transition into Key Stage One, helping children develop the knowledge, skills, and confidence to explore science with increasing independence and purpose.
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