English
Impact, Intent and Implementation and Linked to EYFS

At Beaconfields Primary School, English is more than just a daily lesson – it is the foundation of our entire curriculum. We believe that strong language and communication skills open doors to every area of learning, so we ensure English is woven throughout all subjects to support and enrich every child’s education.
Our children are immersed in a language-rich environment that sparks creativity, curiosity, and confidence. Through a carefully planned and progressive English curriculum, pupils are given daily opportunities to develop their speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. We aim to nurture fluent and enthusiastic readers, articulate communicators, and expressive, purposeful writers.
English at Beaconfields equips children with the essential tools they need to thrive in modern Britain – helping them to share ideas, understand others, and engage meaningfully with the world around them.

Writing 
Impact
What is the outcome of our English writing curriculum in Year 1?
By the end of Key Stage 1, children at Beaconfields Primary School will have developed the knowledge and skills needed to write confidently and effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, in line with the expectations of the National Curriculum.
Through our carefully sequenced writing curriculum, pupils learn how to plan, compose, and edit their writing, using appropriate vocabulary, punctuation, and grammar. They are taught to write in different styles and for different contexts—such as narratives, instructions, recounts, and poems—while developing their own voice as writers.
By the end of Key Stage 1, our children are beginning to make deliberate choices in their language and structure, showing an awareness of their reader. They take pride in producing coherent pieces of writing, applying their phonics knowledge and transcription skills with increasing accuracy and independence.
The writing skills developed in English lessons are also applied across the wider curriculum, demonstrating a secure understanding of how writing can inform, explain, and express ideas in different subjects.
Ultimately, by the time they complete their Key Stage 1 journey at Beaconfields, children are equipped with a solid foundation in writing, ready to build on their creativity, fluency, and technical skills as they move into Key Stage 2.
Intent 
At Beaconfields, we are committed to giving our children the very best start in writing by establishing strong, secure foundations from the earliest stages. We aim to develop confident, capable, and independent writers who not only understand the purpose of writing but also take pride and enjoyment in the writing process.
We believe writing plays a vital role in both education and society. It is a key life skill, and the ability to express ideas clearly, accurately, and creatively empowers children far beyond the classroom. Through a rich and engaging writing curriculum, our pupils learn to communicate effectively, think critically, and write with confidence and purpose.
Furthermore, we aim to nurture a love of writing that will support our children throughout their education and prepare them for the wider world.
Implementation
At Beaconfields Primary School, writing is taught explicitly through engaging, daily English lessons, where high-quality texts are used as the driving force to inspire and motivate our pupils. From the very beginning of their school journey, our children are encouraged to see themselves as writers with something valuable to say.
Through live modelling, teachers demonstrate the craft of writing, sharing their thought process behind vocabulary choices, sentence construction, and style. Writing is further enriched through drama, imagery, film, and real-life experiences that immerse children in meaningful contexts for writing.
Our youngest learners begin with opportunities for mark making, using a variety of tools and surfaces to develop early fine motor control and a sense of authorship. As children progress, they learn to draft, edit, and refine their work, developing independence and pride in the writing process.
In addition to daily writing lessons, we celebrate writing across the school with whole-school writing days. These are often linked to inspiring themes—such as Shakespeare, cultural events, or shared texts—and begin with live performances from staff to spark creativity. Each year group is then given carefully tailored writing tasks that build progressively on skills taught throughout the school.
At Beaconfields, we are passionate about nurturing enthusiastic, skilled, and reflective writers who are well-prepared for the next stage of their learning—and for life beyond the classroom.
How is the writing curriculum delivered in Year 1?
In Year 1, we place a strong emphasis on dictated sentences to support children in developing secure sentence structure, punctuation, and handwriting habits. This approach helps build fluency, confidence, and a deeper understanding of how spoken words translate into written language. Dictated sentences also provide a vital bridge between early phonics and independent writing.
In addition to structured writing lessons, pupils at Beaconfields Primary School take part in weekly 'Free Write' sessions. These sessions provide an opportunity for pupils to respond to a stimulus and write independently, with minimal teacher guidance. This dedicated time allows children to explore their creativity, develop their individual voice, and express themselves freely as writers.

	Reading
At Beaconfields Primary School, reading lies at the heart of our curriculum. We are committed to ensuring that all children become fluent, confident readers who read with expression, understanding, and expert prosody. Our aim is to equip every pupil with the reading skills they need to achieve academic success and to thrive in all aspects of life.
From the moment children join us in the early years, we nurture a love of reading for pleasure. Carefully chosen stories, rhymes, and texts are shared daily to spark curiosity and imagination. Through high-quality teaching and a language-rich environment, children begin their reading journey with excitement and joy.
We are passionate about instilling a lifelong appreciation of literature. Whether reading for learning or enjoyment, we believe that reading opens doors—broadening horizons, deepening understanding, and building empathy. At Beaconfields, we ensure every child has the opportunity to develop a strong reading identity and a lasting love of books.
Impact
What is the outcome of our English reading curriculum in Year 1?
Unlocking a Lifelong Love of Reading
At Beaconfields Primary School, we believe that reading is the key that unlocks every child’s potential. Our aspiration is that, by the end of Key Stage 1, all children are fluent, confident readers who have successfully completed the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised phonics and early reading programme.
Through consistent, high-quality teaching of phonics and early reading, we ensure that every child builds a strong foundation in decoding, comprehension, and reading fluency. Our approach is inclusive and ambitious, supporting all learners to succeed.
By the time children move beyond Key Stage 1, they are not only equipped with the technical skills required for reading success but also a deep-rooted love of books and literature. We aim to ensure that every pupil leaves Beaconfields ready to access and enjoy any reading they may encounter on their future educational journey—and in life.

Intent 
Reading at the Heart of Learning
At Beaconfields, reading is central to our entire curriculum. We are dedicated to ensuring that all children become fluent, confident readers who read with expression, understanding, and expert prosody. We believe that reading is a vital life skill—one that empowers children to achieve academically and flourish beyond the classroom.
From the moment children join us in the early years, we foster a strong foundation in reading and a love for books. Through daily story time, engaging texts, and a language-rich environment, we nurture curiosity and imagination. Our goal is to instil a lifelong appreciation of literature, helping children to see reading not only as a tool for learning but as a source of joy, empathy, and inspiration.
We firmly believe that reading opens doors—to knowledge, to understanding, and to a world of possibilities.

Implementation
A Culture of Literacy and a Love for Books
At Beaconfields Primary School, we recognise the importance of reading as a foundational skill that underpins success across the curriculum and in life. Our commitment to reading begins in the Early Years, ensuring every child is equipped to become a confident, fluent, and enthusiastic reader.
From the earliest stages, children are immersed in a language-rich environment. Phonics is systematically taught through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme in EYFS and Key Stage 1, providing children with the decoding skills they need to become fluent readers. Once children complete the phonics programme, they move on to whole-class guided reading sessions, where the focus shifts to developing fluency, prosody, and deep comprehension through a wide range of increasingly complex texts.
At Beaconfields, every teacher is trained in the teaching of reading, and we adopt a consistent approach across the school. Shared language, routines, and resources are used to reduce cognitive load and maximise learning, ensuring that all pupils benefit from high-quality, expert teaching.
Our reading scheme begins in Reception with fully phonetically decodable books, including traditional tales, adventure stories, and non-fiction texts. As children become fluent and demonstrate secure comprehension, they progress through our Collins Big Cat banded books. Once they are confident, independent readers, children are encouraged to make informed reading choices based on their interests and abilities.
Reading is embedded across the curriculum. Children regularly engage in "Drop & Read" sessions—shared by both pupils and staff—to model reading for pleasure and promote reading as a lifelong habit. Books are also central to our assemblies, Early Years provision, and teaching across the foundation subjects, reinforcing their value and power to educate, inspire, and connect.
Our school library is well-stocked and accessible, with plenty of opportunity for each class to explore and borrow books to support their learning and interests.
Beyond the classroom, we offer a wide range of reading for pleasure events, including book fairs, author visits, and national reading celebrations. We actively encourage children and staff to recommend books to one another, creating a vibrant and supportive reading community.
At Beaconfields, we truly believe that reading is the key to success, and we are proud to foster both the skill and the joy of reading in every child.
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