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Intent, Implementation and Impact  
I N T E N T  

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N

At Beaconfields our EYFS provides opportunities for our children to develop as resilient learners who have great aspirations. Our children are
confident that they make positive contributions to their school and wider community.

Our Nursery and Reception classes are special places where we believe that our children deserve the best possible start to begin their
exciting Beaconfields Journey. Our Early Years aspires to be brilliant. All of our children are recognised as unique individuals. We celebrate
and welcome differences which enables all children to flourish. We believe that early childhood should provide happiness, limitless curiosity
and a hunger for learning. At Beaconfields we strive to ensure that at the end of each day all children leave happy, knowing more and are
able to do more.

We view development holistically so our Early Years curriculum is designed to be tangible and theme-based; providing our pupils with
knowledge, self-belief and cultural capital to ensure they are ‘school ready’ when they leave the Early Years. Our belief is that
communication is a fundamental life skill so provide rich opportunities to develop this. We are advocates of risk taking and teach our
children to fully embrace challenge, make mistakes and encourage them to persevere; they are capable of anything they set out to do. We
believe that our curriculum supports our children’s well-being and emotional intelligence.

Classes work collaboratively to provide an enriching, stimulating curriculum that covers each area of learning; equipping our children with
the secure foundations that enable them to fulfil their potential in their current and future learning. We refer to the key documents ‘The
Statutory Requirements for the EYFS’ and ‘Development Matters’ to inform the planning of our tangible and theme-based curriculum that
provides our pupils with knowledge, self-belief and cultural capital to ensure they are school ready when they leave the Early Years. The
curriculum is split into 7 areas of learning (3 Prime Areas and 4 Specific Areas).



P R I M E  A R E A S

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to
form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand
appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.

Communication and Language Development involves giving children opportunities to experience a language rich environment; to
develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.

Physical Development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop their co-
ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy
choices in relation to food.

Literacy (Reading and Writing) involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be
given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.

Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, understanding and using
numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.

Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to
explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.

Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as well as providing
opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement,
dance, role-play, and design and technology.

S P E C I F I C  A R E A S



Toddlers: This room provides opportunities for our children to foster warm and nurturing relationships with their key workers. We prepare our children to
be lifelong learners through consistent and embedded routines. Learning is led by our curious children’s interests and enhanced through high-quality
interactions with our skilled practitioners. We promote an early exploration of the world around us. We provide a multitude of opportunities to appreciate
the importance of community.

Pre-school: This room ignites a love of learning that children will cherish throughout their school journey. We prepare our children for Reception
readiness through building healthy relationships with their peers and adults alike. Learning is a collaboration of children’s curiosities punctuated with
carefully planned adult led learning. We promote a wealth of opportunities to foster independence so that our children are fully equipped for their
Reception pathway.

Reception: This class lays the foundations that equip our children with a hunger for lifelong learning. We provide a multitude of opportunities that
encourage our children to take risks and be resilient learners. Learning is carefully planned and sequenced so that children are able to make links between
their learning. We promote a thirst for adventure through open-ended provision, allowing children to showcase determination in their independent
learning.

Our Early Years curriculum is underpinned by the statutory Early Years Framework and Development Matters. Development Matters provides an age-
related progression map which ensures that there are no gaps in learning of skills and knowledge. To ensure consistency and appropriacy, staff plan
collaboratively but practitioners have autonomy to adapt our curriculum to meet the needs of every child. The curriculum is designed around themes
which alternate throughout the term. Through this theme children are able to access high-quality learning in all 7 areas of learning both indoors and
outdoors.

Our enabling all-weather setting allows all children have the flexibility to follow their interests and practitioners facilitate their learning through discussion,
conversation, vocabulary and enhancing resources. We recognise that routines and self-regulation are key aspects of a child’s development, and we
invite them to take responsibility for their actions and routines.

Practitioners facilitate small group teaching and learning sessions and ensure that the setting offers high-quality continuous provision opportunities
throughout the day. We are passionate about ensuring that all our children leave Early Years with a lifelong love of stories and books therefore our Nursery
settings are language rich including Nursery Rhymes, stories, songs and story times. Our children begin to develop their preferences for favourite stories
and authors whilst being able to make links to their own experiences and themes.



To further enhance our children’s learning journey, Reception practitioners build on the skills and knowledge already acquired regardless
of a child’s previous Early Years journey. We equip our children with the behaviours and tools so that they are school ready as they leave
the Early Years.

Little Wandle: Letters and Sounds revised programme provides the basis for our whole class phonics teaching. The White Rose Maths
scheme structures teaching and learning in Reception.

We strive to ensure that our children ‘Be More Beaconfields’. We define an Early Years Beaconfields champion as a child who knows more
and can do more and is ready for their next stage in learning.

By the end of reception, most children will achieve the early learning goals and will be ready to transition into Key Stage 1 as independent
and determined learners, with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed.

I M P A C T



Curriculum Progression
Autumn

Let’s Celebrate

Spring

The Wide World

Summer

Growing Together

Toddler

Marvellous Me

Autumn

Bonfire Night

Christmas

Winter & Spring

Mother's Day

Planting seeds

Easter

Farm animals

Summer weather

Minibeasts

Our environment

Father’s Day

Nursery

All About Me

Autumn

Bonfire Night

Christmas

Winter

Chinese New Year

Valentine’s Day

Shrove Tuesday

Mother’s Day

Zoo animals

Spring

Planting & Growing

Caring for our Earth

Easter

New Life

Transition to school

Graduation

Reception 

Individual Me

Harvest

Autumn

Animals & their habitats

Diwali

The Gunpowder Plot

Remembrance Day

Christmas 

Around the world: Different countries

Chinese New Year

Spring

Mother’s Day

Growing plants

Life Cycles

Easter

Ramadan

Different families

Fairytales & Traditional Tales 

Summer



Nursery

Reception 

Suggested Texts to Explore 
A t  B e a c o n f i e l d s ,  a  l o v e  o f  b o o k s  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  c u r r i c u l u m .  I t  i s  e m b e d d e d  w i t h i n  a l l  o u r  l e s s o n s  a n d  w e  s t r i v e  
f o r  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  E n g l i s h  f o r  a l l .  

C h i l d r e n  a t  B e a c o n f i e l d s  a r e  i m m e r s e d  i n t o  a  l a n g u a g e  r i c h ,  c r e a t i v e ,  e x c i t i n g  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  E n g l i s h  c u r r i c u l u m  w h i c h  
e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  s p e a k ,  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e  f l u e n t l y  a n d  c o n f i d e n t l y ,  p r e p a r i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  f o r  m o d e r n  B r i t a i n .  



Nursery Rhyme Progression
N u r s e r y r h y m e s a r e a c o r e e l e m e n t o f o u r c u r r i c u l u m w i t h t h e E a r l y Y e a r s F o u n d a t i o n S t a g e . N u r s e r y c h i l d r e n w i l l l e a r n b a s i c n u r s e r y
r h y m e s , s o m e o f w h i c h w i l l b e r e p e a t e d i n R e c e p t i o n t o e n s u r e t h a t p u p i l s a r e f l u e n t w h i l s t d e v e l o p i n g t h e i r c o m m u n i c a t i o n , l a n g u a g e
a n d e a r l y l i t e r a c y s k i l l s . I n N u r s e r y , c h i l d r e n w i l l t a k e p a r t i n a d a i l y N u r s e r y R h y m e t e a c h i n g a n d l e a r n i n g s e s s i o n w h i c h w i l l b e
e n h a n c e d t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f p r o p s a n d a c t i o n s . N u r s e r y c h i l d r e n w i l l h a v e a N u r s e r y R h y m e p a c k t o f u r t h e r e n h a n c e t h e i r l e a r n i n g a t
h o m e . R e c e p t i o n c h i l d r e n w i l l a l s o s i n g s o n g s a n d r e c i t e N u r s e r y R h y m e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r d a y .

Autumn Spring Summer

Nursery

Humpty Dumpty, Baa Baa black sheep, Row row row your

boat, Twinkle twinkle, Dingle Dangle Scarecrow, Incy wincy,

Old McDonald, Hickory Dickory Dock, The Grand Old Duke of

York , Clap your hands

Wind the bobbin up, It’s raining, it’s pouring, Pat-a-cake,

Teddy bear, teddy bear, If you’re happy and you know it…, Polly

put the kettle on , Hey Diddle Diddle, Jack and Jill, The Wheels

on the Bus, Sleeping Bunnies

5 little speckled frogs, Little Bo Peep (first verse), Miss Polly

had a Dolly, One finger one thumb, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught

a Fish Alive, 5 little ducks, Here we go round the Mulberry

Bush

Reception 

Pat-a-cake, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive, This Old 

Man, Five Little Ducks,  I’m A Little Teapot, The Grand Old 

Duke Of York, Ring O’ Roses, Hickory Dickory Dock, The ABC 

Song

Wind The Bobbin Up, Rock-a-bye Baby, Five Little Monkeys 

Jumping On The Bed, Twinkle Twinkle , If You're Happy And 

You Know It, Head, Shoulders, Knees And Toes, Old 

MacDonald, Incy Wincy Spider, Baa Baa Black Sheep, Row, 

Row, Row Your Boat, The Hokey Cokey, The Wheels on the Bus

Three blind mice, 10 in the bed, The animals went in two by 

two, The Farmer’s in his Den, A sailor went to see, When I 

was one… , Frere Jacques, London Bridge, Sing a song of 

sixpence, 10 green bottles, The penguin song, Down in the 

jungle



Concept Progression 

Concept: Colour

Expressive Arts & Design 

Toddlers

Exploring paint

Noticing patterns

Naming primary colours

Nursery

Noticing patterns

Naming primary colours

Exploring colour in the environment

Colour mixing primary colours to make secondary colours

Colours for emotions

Reception 

Using colour effectively 

Independent mixing of colours to create a desired colour

Mixing colours to create new shades



Concept Progression 
Concept: Animals

Understanding the World  

Toddlers

Seeing animals

Naming animals

Recognising patterns

Making animal sounds

Nursery

Noticing animal patterns

Making animal sounds

Exploring animals

Naming animals and their babies

Naming simple habitats

Noticing changes

Sequencing life cycles

Reception 

Knowledge of animals and their habitats 

Adaptations to habitats 

Nocturnal and diurnal animals



Concept Progression 
Concept: Celebrations

Understanding the World  

Toddlers

Colours

Joining in with a party

Gifting

Wearing party clothes

Nursery

Colours

Gifting

Wearing party clothes

Meeting people who celebrate

Holding & joining in with a celebration

Celebrating special time

Reception 

Recognising different beliefs

Visiting a place of worship 

Similarities and differences 

Making links

Investigating artefacts



Concept Progression 
Concept: Growth

Understanding the World  

Toddlers

Explore the natural world

Plant seeds

Noticing changes in ourselves and others

Nursery

Noticing changes in ourselves and others

Plant and care for seeds

Life Cycle of a plant

Caring for animals

Our height

Reception 

Observing changes in a plant

Sequencing life cycles for plants and animals 

Growing own plants from seeds

Noticing similarities and differences amongst our peers



Concept Progression 
Concept: Seasons

Understanding the World  

Toddlers

Welly walks outdoors

Bonfire Experience

Collecting natural objects to make treasure baskets

Noticing and naming colours

Nursery

Welly walks

Bonfire Experience

Collecting natural objects for treasure baskets

Sensory exploration of outdoors

Weather Stations: Collecting leaves and rainwater

Naming days of the week

Reception 

Naming months of the year and seasons

Noticing and explaining changes

Suggesting reasons for change

'Season Watch'



Concept Progression 
Concept:Ourselves 

Understanding the World  / Expressive  Arts and Design / PSED 

Toddlers

Looking at ourselves in mirrors

Naming our immediate family members

Photos of ourselves and families

Nursery

Looking at ourselves in a mirror

Family photographs

Naming our immediate family

Writing Christian name

Naming members of our extended family

Painting a self portrait

Reception 

Drawing line self-portraits using mirrors

Writing full name 

Creating a family tree 

People in school who are familiar to us

Naming people in school who can help us



Autumn Spring Summer

Launch Day / Celebration  
Settling In

Harvest/Autumn Crafts

Chinese New Year celebration

Tiger Who Came to Tea tea party

Parental Collaboration
Postcard from my key worker, family photographs, my special box,  bedtime stories, 

story sacks 
Bertelin Fields Spring Trail, tea party , Grandparents lunch, Beaconfields Bear Decorating pots for seeds,  Father’s Day brunch  

Visits/ Visitors Autumn walk, walking to the letterbox Litter picking around Bertelin Fields Farm on Wheels 

Celebrations Birthdays, Christmas traditions, World Nursery Rhyme Week  Chinese New Year, Valentine's Day, Pancake Day, World Book Day, Mother's Day, Easter Father’s Day, Sports Day  

Beaconfields Values

Forest School Exploring the forest at Parkside  & routines Making bird feeders & weather watching Gardening & planting bulbs 

Key Vocabulary
Mummy, Daddy,  brother/sister, family, baby, Grandparents, grandad/pa, 

grandma/granny, Autumn, crunchy, spikey, squash, conkers, pumpkins, acorns  

Birds, nests, home, weather, Winter, Spring, cold, changing, grow, showers, sunshine, rainbow, 

freezing, puddles Minibeasts, bugs, garden, change, school, graduation, hatch, grow  

Nursery Rhymes & Songs

5 Little Ducks, 5 Currant Buns, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Old MacDonald, Twinkle Twinkle, Two Little 

Dickie Birds, Baa Baa Black Sheep

It’s Raining It’s Pouring, Pat-A-Cake, Teddy bear, If you’re happy and you know it, Polly put the 

kettle on, Hey Diddle Diddle, Jack and Jill, The Wheels on the Bus, Sleeping Bunnies, Wind The 

Bobbin Up , Rock-a- bye Baby, Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed, If You're Happy And 

You Know It, Head, Shoulders,  Incy Wincy Spider, Row, Row, Row Your Boat, The Wheels On 

The Bus, The Hokey Cokey

5 little speckled frogs, Little Bo Peep (first verse), Miss Polly had a Dolly, One finger one 

thumb, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive, 5 little ducks, See Saw, Here We Go 

Round the Mulberry Bush

T O D D L E R S  T E R M L Y  P L A N N E R  



Autumn Term 
We will settle into our new classroom and school and understand the rules
we need to follow. We will learn to establish our sense of self through
finding our pictures on our pegs and in our classroom. We will learn to
leave our parents and go to our key workers when we come into nursery.
We will learn to show our own personality traits and qualities. We will
express a range of emotions to show how we are feeling. We will learn to
talk about emotions through stories. We will try to do some things
independently such as helping to tidy up , find our pegs and make our own
choice at snack time

We will enjoy moving inside our classroom and in our outdoor area. We will
enjoy wake up and shake up, joining in with the actions to our songs by
clapping, stomping and dancing. We use our large motor skills to help us
pour and tip water, sand and oats into containers. We use our fine motor
skills to begin to fasten our coats. We will use the cosy coupe cars and
scooters to push ourselves along. We will climb up the steps on the slide.
We will learn to kick a large ball.

We will go on weekly welly walks to explore thenatural materials
outdoors. We will use our welly walks to gather natural materials to
bring inside to fill up our treasure baskets. We will learn about some
of the creatures of the forest. We will have photos of ourselves and
our families in our classroom. We will talk about our families to our
key workers and peers. We will celebrate the Bonfire Night and
Christmas traditions.

We will make ourselves understood to our key workers using words
and actions. We will start to use our words to say how we are feeling,
what we like and dislike. We will start to develop conservation with our
friends and key workers but we might jump from topic to topic. We will
use our role play area to develop pretend play such as making a cup of
tea using the toy kettle and a cup. We will use our small world area to
develop our pretend play. We will use single words to name items, in
context. We will understand some of the words and instructions that
our key workers use everyday.

We will post items into different objects and enjoy taking them out
again. We will use our fingers to help us join in with number rhymes
such as Two Little Dickie Birds. We will make sounds, point and say
some numbers in sequence to help us develop our counting. We will
count the children, objects in our classroom and amount of snack we
can have. We will climb up the steps in our classroom on the climbing
frame and will explore different spaces in the classroom that we can
squeeze ourselves into. We will use large and small blocks to build. We
will select the right shape to complete inset puzzles.

We will join in with actions and movements to songs
and music. Our daily phonics lessons will enable us to
explore our voices and enjoy making sounds. We will
sing songs using words that we are familiar with. We will
use the music making instruments to make different
noises and sounds. We will explore paint by using
paintbrushes and painting with our hands, fingers and
natural objects. We will investigate different materials
such as playdoh, oats, leaves, sticks, bark, conkers,
pumpkins, acorns and will use all our senses to explore.

We will take part in daily Nursery Rhyme time; listening
to and joining in with singing songs and saying rhymes.
We will copy gestures and actions that our key workers
model. We will independently sing songs that we have
learnt. We will spend time in our book area and will
enjoy sharing books with adults and our peers. We will
enjoy looking at the illustrations and noticing some of
the words. We will develop our choice of a favourite
book through taking home a library book each week. We
will listen to a story read by an expert reader at snack
time. We will have opportunities to draw using different
mark making implements. We will add some marks to
our drawings and will tell our key worker what the marks
mean.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Spring Term 

We will re-settle in our Nursery after the Christmas holidays and will
welcome new children into our classroom. We will feel confident enough to
visit our local park and explore the equipment.

We will use playdoh to strengthen the muscles in our arms and fingers. We
will start eating independently and learning how to use a knife and fork at
lunchtimes. We will learn to walk, run, jump and climb and start to use the
stairs independently. We will learn to move like animals in the jungle. We
will explore different materials and tools to make marks. We will use the
scooters and cosy coupe cars to move around the outdoor area. We will
visit the park and independently use ropes and swings.

We will look for changes and patterns in the weather. We will look
after and care for the birds in our forest area by making bird feeders.
We will use binoculars for bird watching from our classroom and
outdoor learning environments. We will sow seeds and will explore
what a seed needs to grow. We will learn to name farm animals and
will be able to make their noises. We will celebrate Chinese New Year,
Valentine’s Day, Pancake Day, Mother’s Day and Easter.

We will use our words and good listening as modelled by adults. We
will be encouraged to sit for a short period of time to play a game. We
will sing Nursery Rhymes and songs following simple instructions such
as: stop, start, fast, slow.

We will continue to count in everyday contexts, such as counting how
many children are here today, counting out food for snack, counting
out cups for drinks. We will sometimes skip numbers when we count.
We will react to changes of amount in a group of up to three items. We
will compare sizes, weights using gesture and language.

We will explore the different instruments and sound
makers from our music basket. We will use chalk, pens,
pencils, cars and paintbrushes to start to make marks
intentionally on paper, chalk boards, in tuff trays and the
playground. We will express our ideas and feelings
through the marks that we have made. We will
sometimes be able to tell an adult about the marks we
have made

We will notice some print in our learning environment
and will be encouraged to notice print in the stories that
we share. We will use writing implements to make marks
on our pictures to stand for our name. We will share and
enjoy books in our reading area. We will listen to stories
during our snack time.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Summer Term 

We will be confident in knowing and following the rules and routines. We
will continue to talk about the way feel in more elaborate ways, modelled
by adults. We will continue to learn to develop our control when waiting for
things and recognize that some behavior can hurt others’ feelings. We will
continue to increase our independence but knowing that we can ask an
adult for help.

We will continue to develop our movements and skills whilst beginning to
match this to our activities within our setting. We will develop the strength
and dexterity in our fingers through daily fine motor activities including
dough gym. We will independently put on/take off our coats. We will hang
our belongings on our peg independently. We will wash our hands
independently. We will begin to pour our own drinks at snack time. We will
continue to practice using a knife and fork at lunchtime.

We will continue to notice similarities and differences between
people and our families. We will talk about the special things our
Dads and special people in our lives do for us and we will say thank
you on Father’s Day. We will continue to explore natural materials
indoors and outdoors. We will notice detailed features of our
immediate environment such as blossom on the trees and bulbs
growing in our school garden and Forest. We will learn about insects
and minibeasts. We will learn to name some wild animals. We will
learn where insects and minibeasts live and how some of them grow
and change. We will grow a variety of seeds. We will watch the seeds
grow into plants. We will talk about some of the things we have learnt
in toddlers ready for our move to Nursery.

We will enjoy listening to familiar stories. We will increase our attention
span and start to understand simple questions such as who, what and
where through the use of objects. We will use a wider range of
vocabulary based on our own experiences. We will understand and act
on longer sentences.

We will confidently say some numbers in sequence. We will continue
to develop a deep understanding of numbers to 3. We will begin to
subitise up to 3. We will compare objects and use mathematical
language to describe them. We will begin to compare measures using
gestures and simple mathematical language. We will continue to
notice and arrange patterns.

We will continue to use our imagination to consider
what we can do with different materials using various
tools and support from adults. We will use different
construction materials to create a variety of models and
structures. We will begin to join materials using glue to
make simple models as we begin to talk about our ideas.
We will continue to explore different materials, using all
of our senses.

We will continue to have our preferences for favourite
stories an books. We will seek out our favourite books
and enjoy sharing them with an adult, peer or enjoy
alone. We will enjoy developing our play around stories,
using props and some words/phrases from familiar
stories. We will begin to join in with conversations about
stories and learn new vocabulary. We will begin to
notice some print, such as the letters in our Christian
name, a bus or door number, or a familiar logo. We will
continue to draw freely and make marks on our pictures
that stand for our name.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Autumn Spring Summer

Self Regulation

Building 

Relationships

Managing Self 

We are learning to…

get to know our new classroom and school and understand the rules we need to follow. Establish our

sense of self. Find ways of managing transitions from our parents to key workers. Thrive as we develop

self-assurance. Feel strong enough to express a range of emotions. Grow in independence. Be

increasingly able to talk about and manage our emotions. Safely explore emotions beyond our normal

range through play and stories. Know what kindness and honesty means. Learning ways to demonstrate

our Beaconfields Values.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Express preferences and decisions. Try new things

and start to establish our sense of autonomy.

Engage with others through talk. Begin to show

'effortful control'. Play with increasing confidence

on our own and with others. Look for clues about

how to respond to something exciting. Feel

confident when taken out around the local

neighbourhood and enjoy exploring new places

with our key person.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Develop friendships with other children.

Notice and ask questions about

differences. Learn to use the toilet with

help, and then independently.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

Around the age of 2, does the child start to see themselves as a separate person? For example, do they decide what to play with, what to eat, what to wear?

Between the ages of 2 and 3, does the child start to enjoy the company of other children and want to play with them?

Note: watch out for children who get extremely upset by certain sounds, smells or tastes, and cannot be calmed. Or children who seem worried, sad or angry for much of the time. You will need to work closely

with parents and other agencies to find out more about these developmental difficulties.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the
important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.

Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as
necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children
they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

L I S T E N  T O  S T O R I E S  A N D  P L A Y  W I T H  P R O P S  

T O  E X P L O R E  D I F F E R E N T  F E E L I N G S

E X P L O R E  O U R  B O D I E S  A N D  

O B J E C T S  A R O U N D  U S ,  I N S I D E  

A N D  O U T D O O R S

M O D E L  U S E F U L  P H R A S E S  T O  

T A K E  T U R N S

S H A R I N G  F A M I L Y  P H O T O G R A P H S

C O L L A B O R A T I O N  C R E A T I N G  R O L E  P L A Y  

A R E A S

M O D E L L I N G  P L A Y  T O  S H O W  E X P R E S S I O N S  

A N D  G E S T U R E S  

S H O W I N G  B E A C O N F I E L D S  V A L U E S  

I N  A C T I O N

A C C E S S  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y  

R E S O U R C E S  F R E E L Y ,  

W I T H O U T  N E E D I N G  H E L P

C H O O S I N G  M I L K  O R  W A T E R  

A T  S N A C K  T I M E  

V I S I T I N G  N E W  P L A C E S  I N  

S T A F F O R D  W I T H  O U R  K E Y  

W O R K E R S

K I N D  H A N D S  A N D  K I N D  

F E E T  

S H A R I N G  O B J E C T S  F R O M  

O U R  S P E C I A L  B O X

P R A I S I N G  E X A M P L E S  O F  

V A L U E S  I N  A C T I O N



Autumn Spring Summer

Speaking

Listening, Attention 

and Understanding 

We are learning to...

Make ourselves understood. Start to say how we are feeling, using words as well as actions. Start to

develop conservation, often jumping from topic to topic. Develop pretend play. Understand single words

in context. Understand frequently used words. Understand simple instructions.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when 

'talking'. Use the speech sounds: p, b, m, w and 

pronounce: l, r, w, y, f, th, s, sh, ch, dz, j and multi-

syllabic words.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Understand simple questions about

'who', 'what' and 'where'.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

By around 2 years old, is the child showing an interest in what other children are playing and sometimes joins in?

By around 3 years old, can the child shift from one task to another if you get their attention. Using the child’s name can help: “Jason, please can you stop now? We’re tidying up”.

Towards their second birthday, can the child use up to 50 words?

Is the child beginning to put two or three words together: “more milk”?

Is the child frequently asking questions, such as the names of people and objects?

Towards their third birthday, can the child use around 300 words? These words include descriptive language. They include words for time (for example, ‘now’ and ‘later’), space (for example, ‘over there’) and

function (for example, they can tell you a sponge is for washing).

Is the child linking up to 5 words together?

Is the child using pronouns (‘me’, ‘him’, ‘she’), and using plurals and prepositions (‘in’, ‘on’, ‘under’) – these may not always be used correctly to start with.

Can the child follow instructions with three key words like: “Can you wash dolly’s face?”

Communication and Language 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and
echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively.

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give
children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate,
children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Communication and Language

E X P R E S S I N G  O U R  E M O T I O N S  U S I N G  

N E W  V O C A B U L A R Y  G I V E N  T O  U S  B Y  K E Y  

W O R K E R S

K E Y  W O R K E R S  I N T R O D U C E  N E W  

W O R D S  T H R O U G H  O U R  P L A Y  

T I M E  T O  T H I N K  

F O R E S T  S C H O O L :  A L L  5  S E N S E S  

L I S T E N  A N D  R E P E A T  T H E  N A M E S  O F  T H I N G S  

M O D E L L E D  B Y  K E Y  W O R K E R S

R E P L Y  T O  Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  F O L L O W  I N S T R U C T I O N S

L I S T E N I N G  T O  M U S I C ,  W A T C H I N G  

P E R F O R M A N C E S  O F  D A N C E  A N D  

S O N G S

M O R N I N G  A N D  A F T E R N O O N  

G R E E T I N G S

P H A S E  1  P H O N I C S  ( W H E N  

A P P R O P R I A T E )

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E

S H A R I N G  P I C T U R E  B O O K S  

W I T H  A D U L T S  

A D U L T S  M O D E L  C O R R E C T  

G R A M M A R  &  S T A N D A R D  

E N G L I S H  

C H A T T Y  S N A C K

T A L K  F O R  W R I T I N G



Autumn Spring Summer

Gross Motor Skills

Fine MotorSkills  

We are learning to...

Enjoy moving when outdoors and inside. Use large and small motor skills to do things independently, for 

example manage buttons and zips, and pour drinks. Develop manipulation and control. Clap and stomp 

to music. Start to kick, throw and catch balls. Build independently with a range of appropriate resources. 

Fit ourselves into spaces and move around in them. Spin and roll. Sit on a push-along wheeled toy.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Start eating independently and learning how to 

use a knife and fork. Walk, run, jump and climb 

and start to use the stairs independently. Explore 

different materials and tools. Use a scooter. 

Independently use ropes and swings.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Show an increasing desire to be

independent, such as wanting to feed

themselves and dress or undress. Ride a

tricycle.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

Around their second birthday, can the toddler run well, kick a ball, and jump with both feet off the ground at the same time?

Around their third birthday, can the child climb confidently, catch a large ball and pedal a tricycle?

Physical Development 

TPhysical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with
sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults.

By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills
provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied
opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and
confidence.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Physical Development

U S E  O U R  F I N G E R S  T O  T E A R  D I F F E R E N T  

P A P E R S

M A K E  M A R K S  A N D  P R I N T  O N  A  

V A R I E T Y  O F  P A P E R S

W I G G L E  M E  I N T O  A  S Q U I G G L E

E N C O U R A G I N G  G O O D  E A T I N G  

H A B I T S :  S H A R I N G  A N D  W A I T I N G  F O R  

A  S E C O N D  H E L P I N G

E N C O U R A G I N G  I N D E P E N D E N C E  

W H E N  P U T T I N G  O N  C O A T S  A N D  

W E L L I E S

C O N S T R U C T I O N  I N S I D E  A N D  

O U T S I D E

I N S E T  P U Z Z L E S  A N D  J I G S A W S

L I S T E N  A N D  R E P E A T  T H E  

N A M E S  O F  T H I N G S  

M O D E L L E D  B Y  K E Y  

W O R K E R S

P L A Y I N G  W I T H  L A R G E  A N D  

S M A L L  E Q U I P M E N T

U S I N G  A  P O T T Y  A N D  T O I L E T  

S A F E L Y

D I F F E R E N T  S I Z E D  

I M P L E M E N T S  A N D  T O O L S  

F O R  B U I L D I N G  A N D  M A R K  

M A K I N G

P A R A C H U T E  G A M E S  

D E N  B U I L D I N G  

T U M M Y  T I M E

W A T E R  A N D  S A N D  P L A Y



Autumn Spring Summer

Reading: Word 

Reading & 

Comprehension 

Writing 

We are learning to...

Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying attention. Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, 

rhythms, tunes and tempo. Copy finger movements and gestures. Sing songs independently. Enjoy 

sharing books with an adult. Pay attention and respond to the pictures or the words. Have favourite 

books and seek them out, to share with an adult, with another child, or to look at alone. Enjoy drawing 

freely. Add some marks to our drawing which we give meaning to.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Notice some print. Make marks on our pictures to 

stand for our name. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Repeat words and phrases from familiar 

stories. Ask questions about books. Make 

comments and share our own ideas. 

Develop play around favourite stories 

using props.

Literacy

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from
birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and
composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Literacy

D A I L Y  S T O R Y  T I M E

D A I L Y  P H O N I C S

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E

E X P L O R E  O U R  F A V O U R I T E  S T O R I E S  

T H R O U G H  L I N K E D  H I G H - Q U A L I T Y  

P R O V I S I O N

U S I N G  D I F F E R E N T  R E S O U R C E S  T O  

M A K E  M A R K S

B E D T I M E  S T O R I E S  

O U T D O O R  R E A D I N G

E V E R Y B O D Y  W R I T E S  

I M M E R S I V E  P R O V I S I O N  

I N T O  S T O R Y

P U P P E T S  A N D  S O F T  T O Y S  

T O  R E T E L L  S T O R I E S  T O

S T A F F  M O D E L L I N G  W R I T I N G  

T H R O U G H  P L A Y

P L A Y G R O U N D  C H A L K S

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  S T I C K S  F O R  

M A R K  M A K I N G

L A N G U A G E  R I C H  

E N V I R O N M E N T

S E N S O R Y  M A R K  M A K I N G

E N G A G I N G  R E A D I N G  A R E A S  

W I T H  F A M I L I A R  A N D  N E W  

S T O R I E S / B O O K S

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  S A C K S  



Autumn Spring Summer

Number

Numerical Pattern 

We are learning to...

Combine objects and put objects inside others and take them out again. Take part in finger rhymes with 

numbers. Develop counting like behaviour, such as making sounds, pointing or saying some numbers in 

sequence. Climb and squeeze ourselves into different types of spaces. Build with a range of resources. 

Complete inset puzzles. 

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Count in everyday contexts, sometimes skipping 

numbers. React to changes of amount in a group of 

up to three items. Compare sizes, weights using 

gesture and language. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Compare amounts saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or 

‘same’. Notice patterns and arrange 

things in patterns.  

Mathematics
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the
numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers.

By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding – such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting – children will develop a secure base of
knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and
peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Mathematics

D A I L Y  M E N T A L  M A T H S  C O U N T I N G  S O N G S

S I N G I N G  F I N G E R  R H Y M E S

E X P L O R I N G  I N T E R E S T I N G L Y  

S H A P E D  O B J E C T S

R E P E A T E D  E X P E R I E N C E S  O F  D A I L Y  

C O U N T I N G

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  C O L L E C T I N G  

I N T E R E S T I N G  O B J E C T S  T O  C O M B I N E  

M O D E L L I N G  T H E  L A N G U A G E  O F  S I Z E  

A N D  W E I G H T  I N  E V E R Y D A Y  

C O N T E X T S

S T A F F  D E S C R I B I N G  C H I L D R E N ’ S  

P O S I T I O N S  U S I N G  S P A T I A L  

L A N G U A G E

I N S E T  P U Z Z L E S
B U I L D I N G  I N S I D E  A N D  

O U T D O O R S  U S I N G  

D I F F E R E N T  S I Z E D  B L O C K S

D I F F E R E N T  S I Z E D  O B J E C T S  

I N  P R O V I S I O N

P A T T E R N S  W I T H I N  T H E  

E N V I R O N M E N T

N U M B E R S  W I T H I N  

P R O V I S I O N ,  S T A F F  M O D E L  

E A R L Y  R E C O G N I T I O N

W A T E R  &  S A N D  P L A Y  W I T H  

D I F F E R E N T  S I Z E D  C O N T A I N E R S  



Autumn Spring Summer

The Natural World

People, Cultures and 

Communities

Past and Present  

We are learning to...

Explore natural materials, indoors and outdoors. Make connections between the features of their family 

and other families.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Explore materials with different

properties. Explore and respond to different 

natural phenomena in their setting and

on trips.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Notice differences between people.

Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world
around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding
across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Understanding the World

F A M I L Y  P H O T O G R A P H S  I N  O U R  

L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T

A L L  W E A T H E R  S C H O O L  P U D D L E  

S U I T S  

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A T  P A R K S I D E

T R E A S U R E  B A S K E T S  O F  N A T U R A L  

L O O S E  P A R T S

W E A T H E R  S T A T I O N S ,  C O L L E C T I N G  

L E A V E S ,  C O L L E C T I N G  R A I N  W A T E R

E X P L O R I N G  R E A L  L I F E  O B J E C T S

S T A F F  P O I N T  O U T  S I M I L A R I T I E S  

A N D  D I F F E R E N C E S  B E T W E E N  

F A M I L I E S

M E S S Y  &  S E N S O R Y  P L A Y
G I A N T  M A G N I F Y I N G  

G L A S S E S

S T O R I E S  W I T H  I M A G E S  T O  

R E F L E C T  D I V E R S I T Y  O F  L I F E  

I N  M O D E R N  B R I T A I N

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  L O C A L I T Y  

O F  S T A F F O R D

N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S  P L A Y

B E A C O N F I E L D S  V E G E T A B L E  P A T C H  

W E L L Y  W A L K S

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  L O C A L I T Y  O F  

S T A F F O R D



Autumn Spring Summer

Being Imaginative 

and Expressive

Creating with 

Materials  

We are learning to...

Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs. Move and dance to music. Explore their voices and 

enjoy making sounds. Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. Make rhythmical and 

repetitive sounds. Notice patterns with strong contrasts and be attracted by patterns resembling the 

human face. Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other 

tools. Enjoy and take part in action songs. Explore different materials, using all our senses to investigate 

them. Manipulate and play with different materials.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Explore a range of sound makers

and instruments and play them in different ways. 

Starts to make marks intentionally. Express ideas 

and feelings through making marks, and 

sometimes give a meaning to the marks they 

make.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Expressive Arts and Design 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with
a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.



How this is facilitated at 
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Expressive Arts and Design

P A I N T I N G  W I T H  O U R  B O D I E S

S O N G S  T O  M A T C H  R O U T I N E S

D A I L Y  N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E  

M U S I C  W A L L  

B A R E F O O T  W A L K

H O M E  C O R N E R  &  R O L E  P L A Y  A R E A

M E S S Y  &  S E N S O R Y  P L A Y  

C O L L A B O R A T I V E  E Y F S  

D I S P L A Y S  T O  S H O W C A S E  

L E A R N I N G  

N A T I V I T Y  P E R F O R M A N C E

S T O R Y  T E L L I N G

M U S I C I A N S  A N D  

P E R F O R M E R  V I S I T I N G  

S C H O O L  

M A K I N G  O U R  O W N  

P A I N T B R U S H E S  U S I N G  

N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S

P A T T E R N ,  C O L O U R ,  T O N E S  A N D  

T E X T U R E  R I C H  E N V I R O N M E N T  

M A K I N G  C A R D S  F O R  C E L E B R A T I O N S

S P E C I A L  D A Y  

C E L E B R A T I O N S

B U I L D I N G  M O D E L S  W I T H  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  M A T E R I A L S  



Autumn Spring Summer

Launch Day / Celebration  
Fabulous First Day

Nativity Choir
Chinese New Year celebration Graduation

Parental Collaboration
Postcard from my key worker, family photographs, bedtime stories, story sacks, 

collecting Autumn treasures, Christmas crafts
Bertelin Fields Spring Trail, tea party , Grandparents lunch School garden, decorating stones, teddy bear’s picnic, Father’s Day brunch  

Visits/ Visitors Parkside Bakery, the theatre, Autumn walk Litter picking around Bertelin Fields Trip to a farm 

Celebrations Birthdays, Christmas traditions, World Nursery Rhyme Week  Chinese New Year, Valentine's Day, Pancake Day, World Book Day, Mother's Day, Easter Graduation, Father’s Day, Sports Day  

Beaconfields Values

Forest School Exploring the forest at Parkside  & routines Making bird feeders & weather watching Signs of Summer & new life 

Key Vocabulary

Mummy, Daddy, big/little brother/sister, family, baby, Grandparents, grandad/pa, 

grandma/granny, Autumn, crunchy, spikey, squash, conkers, pumpkins, acorns  

acorn, pinecone, conker, Autumn, sunflower, woodland, celebrations, lights, festival

Birds, nests, home, weather, Winter, Spring, cold, changing, grow, showers, sunshine, rainbow, 

freezing, puddles, Winter, temperature, change, family, recycling, Earth, planet, home, house Minibeasts, bugs, garden, change, school, graduation, hatch, grow  

Nursery Rhymes & 

Songs

5 Little Ducks, 5 Currant Buns, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Old MacDonald, Twinkle Twinkle, Two Little 

Dickie Birds, Baa Baa Black Sheep

It’s Raining It’s Pouring, Pat-A-Cake, Teddy bear, If you’re happy and you know it, Polly put the 

kettle on, Hey Diddle Diddle, Jack and Jill, The Wheels on the Bus, Sleeping Bunnies, Wind The 

Bobbin Up , Rock-a- bye Baby, Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed, If You're Happy And 

You Know It, Head, Shoulders,  Incy Wincy Spider, Row, Row, Row Your Boat, The Wheels On 

The Bus, The Hokey Cokey

5 little speckled frogs, Little Bo Peep (first verse), Miss Polly had a Dolly, One finger one 

thumb, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive, 5 little ducks, See Saw, Here We Go 

Round the Mulberry Bush

N U R S E R Y  T E R M L Y  P L A N N E R  



PRE-SCHOOL PHONICS PROGRESSION: LITTLE WANDLE LETTERS & SOUNDS REVISED 



Autumn Term 
We will get to know our new classroom and school, following the rules and
understand why they are in place. We will develop our independence to
choose activities and resources in our classroom. We will develop our
sense of belonging as part of the Beaconfields community. We will develop
our confidence to become more outgoing with visitors in our classroom.
We will play games and activities that enable us to play with more children.
We will talk about our feelings using words to describe emotions. We will
understand how our peers and key workers might be feeling through their
modelling and discussion of emotions. We will independently use the toilet
and wash our hands. We will make healthy choices at Chatty Snack.

We will use our outdoor area to continue to develop our movements. We
will use the trikes and scooters to negotiate space. We will play games like
musical statutes to encourage us to skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a
pose. We will use large muscle movements to wave flags and paint with
large implements. We will collaborate with our friends to construct and
move large items. We will use scissors and tweezers. Our key workers will
encourage use to use a comfortable grip to increase our control when
making marks. We will show a preference for a dominant hand. We will
increase our independence when hanging up our belongings on our pegs
and putting on our coats.

We will explore the natural world around us using our forest area. We
will investigate natural materials such as acorns, pinecones, conkers,
sunflowers, woodland and use all our senses to explore. We will talk
about what we can see in our forest area. We will meet a hedgehog
and an owl to support our understanding of the world around us in
our woodland. We will show interest in different occupations. We will
celebrate what makes us special and develop positive attitudes
about the differences between people.

We will enjoy listening to stories at story time. We will use the pictures
to help us understand what is happening. When our key workers
describe familiar objects we will identify them. We will use a wider
range of vocabulary through newly introduced words and our language
rich environment. Our key workers will ask us questions that have two
pats and we will understand the question. We will sing a large
repertoire of songs and know many rhymes. We will develop our love
of books in our book area and will have a preference for a favourite
book. We will start conversations with our key workers and peers
during Chatty Snack.

We will subitise to 3, recognising different representations. We will
count daily and will sing number songs, helping us to recite numbers
past 5. We will count out loose parts to say one number for each item
in order: 1, 2, 3. We will know that the last number reached when
counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total.
We will use our fingers to show 3. We will see the numerals 1-3 in our
provision. We will use our own symbols and marks to showcase our
mathematical thinking. We will solve real world mathematical problems
with numbers up to 3.

We use our role play area to develop our pretend play
and will use objects to represent something else. We will
use construction to create our own small worlds. We will
use our independence to choose and explore different
materials, knowing how we will use them. We will
develop our own ideas and then decide which materials
will be best to express our ideas. We will explore craft
materials and textures and will join materials. We will
create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to
use these shapes to represent objects. We will use paint
to explore colour and colour mixing. We will listen
carefully to a variety of different sounds, inside and
outside, responding to what we have heard. We will sing
songs daily and will be able to sing these independently.
We will play untuned instruments with increasing
control to express our feelings and ideas.

We will listen to stories during our daily story time. We
will participate in extended conversations about stories,
using and applying new vocabulary that we have learnt.
We will foster our love of reading by spending time in
our book area and handling books correctly. We will
develop our early writing to attempt to name our work
and will use our print and letter knowledge in our early
writing. We will write some familiar letters accurately.
We will be exposed to a variety of environmental print in
our classroom. We will take part in daily phonics lessons
to develop our phonological awareness so that we can
hear rhyme.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Spring Term 
We will play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating
play ideas. We will be able to talk about who our friends are and know that
some people are strangers. We will learn how to keep ourselves safe if we
are around strangers. We will find solutions to conflicts and rivalries if they
occur when we play with others. We will begin to remember our class rules
without needing an adult to remind us.

We will take part in daily dough gym to strengthen our fingers and develop
our fine motor skills. We will develop our scissor skills by cutting different
types of paper. We will use a variety of tools to make marks. We will start
taking part in some group activities which we make up for ourselves, or in
teams. We will choose the right resource to carry out a plan such as
scissors for cutting. We will use large equipment outside, such as blocks
and construction to develop our gross motor skills. We will develop our
independence when getting our belongings, fastening our coats and
putting on our wellies/shoes.

We will share photos from home that showcase our life and family.
We will begin to make sense of our own life-story and family's
history. We will understand what a home is and how these are
different for different people. We will celebrate the festival Chinese
New Year and Valentine’s Day. We will use our Forest School area to
investigate the changes that take place in Winter and Spring. We will
plant seeds and care for growing plants by watering them daily and
providing them with sunlight. This will enable us to understand the
key features of the life cycle of a plant; we will create a collaborative
life cycle and will talk about the observations we make of our plants.
We will begin to understand the need to respect and care for the
natural environment through recycling.

We will continue with our daily chatty snack in our key worker groups. We
will understand 'why' questions, like "Why do you think the caterpillar got
so fat?" We will listen to stories and will be able to tell a long story to
someone else. We will learn many rhymes and will be able to talk about our
favourite books. We will develop our pronunciation with the adults
modelling standard spoken English. We will use longer sentences of four to
six words when we share our news at the end of the day.

We will say one number for each item in order: 4 & 5. We will show
‘finger numbers’ up to 5. We will solve real world mathematical
problems with numbers up to 5. We will learn to extend and create
ABAB patterns. We will notice and correct an error in a repeating
pattern. We will learn to compare quantities, up to 5, using language:
‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. We will talk about and explore 2D and 3D
shapes. We will carefully select and use 3D shapes in our construction
and will combine them to make new shapes. We will learn to make
comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and
capacity.

We use our role play area to develop our pretend play
and will use objects to represent something else. We will
use construction to create our own small worlds. We will
use our independence to choose and explore different
materials, knowing how we will use them. We will
develop our own ideas and then decide which materials
will be best to express our ideas. We will explore craft
materials and textures and will join materials. We will
create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to
use these shapes to represent objects. We will use paint
to explore colour and colour mixing. We will listen
carefully to a variety of different sounds, inside and
outside, responding to what we have heard. We will sing
songs daily and will be able to sing these independently.
We will play untuned instruments with increasing
control to express our feelings and ideas.

We will take part in daily phonics teaching and learning.
We will develop our phonological awareness so that we
can identify environmental sounds and use our bodies
as percussion. We will start to count or clap syllables in
a word. We will make marks in cards to send to people
who help us and Valentine’s cards. We will orally retell
stories using Talk for Write and will sequence stories
using pictures.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Summer Term 

We will be increasingly independent in our self-help skills and trying to
solve conflicts through the use of language. We will be extending our play
to include a wider group of friends. We will be buttering our own toast and
pouring our own milk at the snack table.

We will be writing our first name. We will all be able to put our coat and
shoes on independently. We will be increasingly independent with our
knife and fork skills. We will have a preference to a dominant hand. In our
environment we will independent and able to organize ourselves for
activities. We will begin to be able to take our jumpers on and off more
independently.

We will demonstrate an understanding of change in animals and
nature. This will include looking at the differences between animals
that hatch from eggs and animals that do not. We will look at how
some animals look like their parents at birth and how some others do
not such as caterpillars. We will have caterpillars in our classroom to
observe their changes and growth. We will explore our own history in
terms of how we are now 4/5 years old. We will explore our future
history in terms of moving on to school. We may have siblings
starting nursery and will be encouraged to recall how we were babies
once. We will talk about moving on in terms of some friends who may
not be coming to our school and the idea that there are other places
with other schools.

We will be developing our skills to follow two part instructions. We will be
able to continue conversations with adults and increasingly offer opinions
on situations. We will extend our use of vocabulary in our play with others.
We will be more confident and able to answer and respond to 'why'
questions.

We will continue to make marks to represent numbers, and these will
increasingly become more accurate. We will use our sand/ water to
discuss and think about the language of capacity. Using our daily
routine, we will be talking about the language of routine.

We will be drawing representations of ourselves that are
increasingly accurate and show emotions on the faces.
We will use our craft area to explore more junk
modelling and understand how we can create
something new by combining boxes/ materials. We will
be more confident with our colour mixing and notice it
more in our exploration of craft. We will recall entire
songs and perform them in small groups/ or may even
sing nursery rhymes on our own. We will act out familiar
stories that we can recall from the year.

We will be able to write our Christian name and some
other letters. We will use our mark making to help write
shopping lists for nursery and sometimes order our own
individual snack when at our snack cafe. We will be
working towards understanding initial sounds. We will be
broadening our use of vocabulary and how we build
conversations with others. This will include explaining
our opinions and predictions for stories.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Autumn Spring Summer

Self Regulation

Building 

Relationships

Managing Self 

We are learning to...Get to know our new classroom and school. Select and use activities and resources,

with help where needed. Develop our sense of responsibility and membership of a community. Become

more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of our setting. Show more confidence in new

social situations. Play with one or more other children. Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they

are important. Talk about our feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. Understand

gradually how others might be feeling. Be increasingly independent in meeting our own care needs.

Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Play with one or more other children, extending

and elaborating play ideas. Find solutions to

conflicts and rivalries. Remember rules without

needing and adult to remind us.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Develop appropriate ways of being

assertive. Talk with other to solve

conflicts.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

Around the age of 3

Can the child sometimes manage to share or take turns with others, with adult guidance and understanding ‘yours’ and ‘mine’?Can the child settle to some activities for a while?

Around the age of 4 Does the child play alongside others or do they always want to play alone?

Does the child take part in pretend play (for example, being ‘mummy’ or ‘daddy’?)

Does the child take part in other pretend play with different roles – being the Gruffalo, for example? Can the child generally negotiate solutions to conflicts in their play?

Note: watch out for children who seem worried, sad or angry for much of the time, children who seem to flit from one thing to the next or children who seem to stay for over-long periods doing the same thing,

and become distressed if they are encouraged to do something different You will need to work closely with parents and other agencies to find out more about these developmental difficulties.

Look out for children who appear to be overweight or to have poor dental health, where this has not been picked up and acted on at an earlier health check. Discuss this sensitively with parents and involve the

child’s health visitor. Adapt activities to suit their particular needs, so all children feel confident to move and take part in physical play.

Most, but not all, children are reliably dry during the day by the age of 4. Support children who are struggling with toilet training, in partnership with their parents. Seek medical advice, if necessary, from a

health visitor or GP.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the
important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.

Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as
necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children
they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

C H I L D R E N  A S  S N A C K  

M O N I T O R S

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  L O C A L  

C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S T A F F O R D

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  L O C A L  

C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S T A F F O R D  

P E O P L E  W H O  H E L P  U S  V I S I T I N G  O U R  

S E T T I N G

C O L L A B O R A T I O N  C R E A T I N G  R O L E  P L A Y  

A R E A S

F A M I L I A R ,  R E A L  L I F E  R O L E  P L A Y  

P E E R  S U P P O R T  M O D E L L I N G  

P O S I T I V E  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  &  

A C T I O N S  

F R E E L Y  A C C E S S I N G  H I G H -

Q U A L I T Y  R E S O U R C E S

S E L F  R E G I S T R A T I O N  U S I N G  

P H O T O G R A P H S  &  

C H R I S T I A N  N A M E S

C O L L A B O R A T I V E  T A L K  

A B O U T  C H A R A C T E R ’ S  

F E E L I N G S

S T A F F  M O D E L  W A Y S  O F  

C A L M I N G  T H E M S E L V E S  

D O W N  

C E L E B R A T I O N  A W A R D S

P R A I S I N G  E X A M P L E S  O F  

V A L U E S  I N  A C T I O N



Autumn Spring Summer

Speaking

Listening, Attention 

and Understanding 

We are learning to...

Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures. Identify familiar

objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. Understand and act on longer sentences

like ‘make teddy jump’ or ‘find your coat’. Use a wider range of vocabulary. Understand a question or

instruction that has two parts. Sing a large repertoire of songs. Know many rhymes, be able to talk about

familiar books. Develop communication but may continue to have problems with irregular tense and

plurals. Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Understand 'why' questions, like "Why do you

think the caterpillar got so fat?" Know many

rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and

be able to tell a long story. Develop our

pronunciation but may have problems saying

some sounds: r, j, th, ch, sh and multi-syllabic

words. Use longer sentences of four to six words.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Be able to express a point of view and to

debate when we disagree with an adult

or friend, using words as well as actions.

Use talk to organise ourselves and our

play.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

Around the age of 3, can the child shift from one task to another if you fully obtain their attention, for example, by using their name?

Around the age of 4, is the child using sentences of four to six words – “I want to play with cars” or “What’s that thing called?”?

Can the child use sentences joined up with words like ‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’? For example: “I like ice cream because it makes my tongue shiver”.

Is the child using the future and past tense: “I am going to the park” and “I went to the shop”? Can the child answer simple ‘why’ questions?

Communication and Language 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and
echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively.

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give
children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate,
children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Communication and Language

E N J O Y  L I S T E N I N G  T O  L O N G E R  S T O R I E S  

A N D  R E M E M B E R  M U C H  O F  W H A T  I S  

H A P P E N I N G  

D A I L Y  S T O R Y  T I M E

F R E E L Y  S E L E C T I N G  B O O K S  A N D  

S H A R I N G  S T O R I E S  I N  T H E  

R E A D I N G  A R E A

W E E K L Y  V I S I T S  T O  T H E  S C H O O L  

L I B R A R Y  &  M A K I N G  B O O K  C H O I C E S  

A D U L T S  M O D E L L I N G  R I C H  &  S U B J E C T  S P E C I F I C  

L A N G U A G E

S E N S O R Y  S T O R Y  

T E L L I N G

L A N G U A G E  R I C H  E N V I R O N M E N T

I N V E S T I G A T I N G  

I N T E R E S T I N G  O B J E C T S  T O  

P R O M P T  D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  

C U R I O S I T Y

A C T I V E  S T O R Y  T I M E  U S I N G  

I M A G I N A T I O N

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E

A D U L T S  P R O M P T  W I T H  

O P E N  E N D E D  Q U E S T I O N S

A D U L T S  M O D E L  C O R R E C T  

G R A M M A R  &  S T A N D A R D  

E N G L I S H  

C H A T T Y  S N A C K

T A L K  F O R  W R I T I N G



Autumn Spring Summer

Gross Motor Skills

Fine MotorSkills  

We are learning to...

Continue to develop our movement, balancing, riding and ball skills. Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold 

a pose for a game like musical statues. Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint 

and make marks. Start taking part in some group activities. Collaborate with others to manage large 

items. Use one- handed tools and equipment. Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding 

pens and pencils. Show a preference for a dominant hand. Be increasingly independent as we get dressed 

and undressed.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Start taking part in some group activities which 

they make up for themselves, or in teams. Match 

our developing physical skills to tasks and activities 

in the setting. Choose the right resource to carry 

out a plan.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Go up steps and stairs, or climb

up apparatus, using alternate feet.

Increasingly be able to use and

remember sequences and patterns of

movements which are related to music

and rhythm.

Observational 

Checkpoints 

Around their second birthday, can the toddler run well, kick a ball, and jump with both feet off the ground at the same time?

Around their third birthday, can the child climb confidently, catch a large ball and pedal a tricycle?

Physical Development 

TPhysical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with
sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults.

By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills
provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied
opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and
confidence.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Physical Development

U S E  O F  S M A L L  O N E - H A N D E D  T O O L S :  S C I S S O R S ,  T W E E Z E R S

W E E K L Y  P H Y S I C A L  S E S S I O N  I N  

T H E  H A L L  

S Q U I G G L E  W H I L S T  Y O U  W I G G L E

P A R A C H U T E  T E A M  G A M E S

E N C O U R A G I N G  I N D E P E N D E N C E  

W H E N  P U T T I N G  O N  O U R  W E L L I E S  

A N D  C O A T S

E N C O U R A G I N G  I N D E P E N D E N C E  W I T H  

H Y G I E N E  A N D  T O I L E T I N G

D A N C I N G  S O N G S ,  A C T I O N  S O N G S  

A N D  G A M E S  

C O N S T R U C T I O N  A R E A
B A L A N C E  B I K E S  

S T A F F  E N C O U R A G I N G  S E L F -

H E L P  A N D  E N C O U R A G I N G  

T R Y I N G  N E W  T H I N G S  

T H R E A D I N G

B U I L D I N G  T O W E R S  U S I N G  

L A R G E  A N D  S M A L L  

C O N S T R U C T I O N

S C H O O L  O U T D O O R  A R E A

E N C O U R A G I N G  

I N D E P E N D E N C E  U S I N G  

K N I V E S  A N D  F O R K S

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A T  

P A R K S I D E



Autumn Spring Summer

Reading: Word 

Reading & 

Comprehension 

Writing 

We are learning to...

Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. Use some of our print and 

letter knowledge in our early writing. Write some of our name. Write some letters accurately. 

Understand the five key concepts about print: print has meaning, print can have different purposes, we 

read English text from left to right from top to bottom, the names of different parts of a book, page 

sequencing. Develop our phonological awareness so that we can spot and suggest rhymes. 

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Develop our phonological awareness so that we 

can count or clap syllables in a word. Write some 

letters accurately. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Develop our phonological awareness so 

that we can recognise words with the 

same initial sound, such as money and 

mother. Write all of our name. 

Literacy

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from
birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and
composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Literacy

R E C O G N I S I N G  O U R  C H R I S T I A N  N A M E S ,  S E L F -

R E G I S T R A T I O N

D A I L Y  P H O N I C S

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E

S T A F F  A S K I N G  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  

F A C I L I T A T E  C O M P R E H E N S I O N

N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  S A C K S  

T A L K  F O R  W R I T E  S T O R I E S  S  U S I N G  

P R O P S  A N D  O U R  I M A G I N A T I O N S

R E A D I N G  F A M I L I A R  A N D  

F A V O U R I T E  S T O R I E S  

E V E R Y B O D Y  W R I T E S  

I M M E R S I V E  P R O V I S I O N  

I N T O  S T O R Y

B A L A N C E  B I K E S  

C H A R A C T E R  I N  R O L E  A N D  

D R E S S I N G  U P

S T O R Y  T R A Y  W I T H  P R O P S  

T O  R E T E L L  

S T A F F  M O D E L L I N G  

L A N G U A G E  T O  R E T E L L  

S T O R I E S  A N D  D E S C R I B E  

E V E N T S / C H A R A C T E R S  

L A N G U A G E  R I C H  

E N V I R O N M E N T

H O M E  C O R N E R

D R A M A  A N D  R O L E  P L A Y  

P R I N T  I N  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T



Autumn Spring Summer

Number

Numerical Pattern 

We are learning to...

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (subitising). Recite 

numbers past 5. Say one number for each item in order: 1, 2, 3. Know that the last number reached when 

counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total. Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 3. Link 

numerals and amounts. Experiment with our own symbols and marks as well as numerals. Solve real 

world mathematical problems with numbers up to 3. 

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Say one number for each item in order: 4 & 5. Show 

‘finger numbers’ up to 5. Solve real world 

mathematical problems with numbers up to 5. 

Extend and create ABAB patterns. Notice and 

correct an error in a repeating pattern. Compare 

quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer 

than’.  Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes. 

Make comparisons between objects relating to 

size, length, weight and capacity. Select shapes 

appropriately. Combine shapes to make new ones. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Understand position through words 

alone. Describe a familiar route. Discuss 

routes and locations, using words like ‘in 

front of’ and ‘behind’. Begin to describe a 

sequence of events, real or fictional using 

words such as 'first', 'then'.s.

Mathematics
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the
numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers.

By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding – such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting – children will develop a secure base of
knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of
mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and
peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Mathematics

N U M B E R  O F  T H E  W E E K  

D A I L Y  M E N T A L  M A T H S :  

C O U N T I N G  S O N G S ,  G A M E S  A N D  

R H Y M E S

F O R E S T  S C H O O L :  S P O T T I N G  

P A T T E R N S  A N D  C O M P A R I N G  

N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S  

I M M E R S I V E  N U M B E R  F O C U S  I N  

L E A R N I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T

N U M B E R  R I C H  E N V I R O N M E N T

M A T H E M A T I C A L  M A R K  M A K I N G

P A T T E R N S  I N  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T ,  

O U R S E L V E S  A N D  O T H E R S

S H A P E S  I N  T O A S T
D I S C U S S I O N  O F  A G E  &  

B I R T H D A Y S

S T A F F  M O D E L L I N G  

M A T H E M A T I C A L  L A N G U A G E

S T A F F  M O D E L L I N G  

C O U N T I N G  T H R O U G H O U T  

D A I L Y  R O U T I N E S

S P O T T I N G  N U M B E R S  I N  

R E A L  L I F E

S A N D  &  W A T E R  P L A Y  



Autumn Spring Summer

The Natural World

People, Cultures and 

Communities

Past and Present  

We are learning to...

Use all of our sense in hands-on exploration of natural materials. Explore collections of materials with 

similar and/or different properties. Talk about what we see, using a wide vocabulary. Show interest in 

different occupations. Continue to develop positive attitude about the differences between people. 

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Plant seeds and care for growing plants. 

Understand the key features of the life cycle of a 

plant. Begin to understand the need to respect and 

care for the natural environment and all living 

things. Know that there are different countries in 

the world and talk about the differences they have 

experienced or seen in photos. Begin to make 

sense of their own life-story and family's history. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Understand the key features of a life 

cycle of an animal. Explore and talk 

about different forces we can feel. 

Explore how things work. Talk about the 

differences between materials and 

changes we notice

Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world
around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding
across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Understanding the World

I N V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  N A T U R A L  

M A T E R I A L S  U S I N G  M A G N I F Y I N G  

G L A S S E S .  S T A F F  M O D E L  

O B S E R V A T I O N A L  S K I L L S  A N D  

L A N G U A G E

A L L  W E A T H E R  S C H O O L  P U D D L E  

S U I T S  

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A T  P A R K S I D E

F A M I L Y  P H O T O G R A P H S  A N D  

S H A R I N G  O F  M E M O R I E S  A N D  

O C C U P A T I O N S

W E A T H E R  S T A T I O N S ,  C O L L E C T I N G  

L E A V E S ,  C O L L E C T I N G  R A I N  W A T E R

I N V I T I N G  I N T E R E S T I N G  

O C C U P A T I O N S  T O  V I S I T  A N D  T A L K  

A B O U T  T H E I R  J O B S

R E I N D E E R  &  O T H E R  A N I M A L  

V I S I T O R S  

M E S S Y  &  S E N S O R Y  P L A Y
B A K I N G  &  C O O K I N G

L I F E  C Y C L E  E X P E R I E N C E

E X P L O R I N G  

P R O G R A M M A B L E  &  

M E C H A N I C A L  T O Y S  

N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S  P L A Y

B E A C O N F I E L D S  V E G E T A B L E  P A T C H  



Autumn Spring Summer

Being Imaginative 

and Expressive

Creating with 

Materials  

We are learning to...

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not 

similar. Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city 

with different buildings and a park. Explore different materials freely, to develop our ideas about how to 

use them and what to make. Develop our own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express 

them. Join different materials and explore different textures. Create closed shapes with continuous lines 

and begin to use these shapes to represent objects. Explore colour and colour mixing. Listen with 

increased attention to sounds. Respond to what we have heard, expressing our thoughts and feelings. 

Remember and sing entire songs. Play instruments with increasing control to express our feelings and 

ideas

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or 

loud noises. Show different emotions in painting. 

Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person. 

Sing the melodic shape of familiar songs. Create 

our own songs or improvise a song around one we 

know. 

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Draw with increasing complexity and 

detail, such as representing a face with a 

circle and including details. Show 

different emotions in our drawings. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with
a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Expressive Arts and Design

L I S T E N I N G  T O  A  R A N G E  O F  M U S I C A L  

I N S T R U M E N T S

B O D Y  P E R C U S S I O N

D A I L Y  N U R S E R Y  R H Y M E  T I M E  

L I S T E N I N G  T O  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  M U S I C  

A N D  C R E A T I N G  M O V E M E N T S  T O  

M A T C H  

P E R F O R M I N G  A S  A  C H O I R  F O R  O U R  

O W N  N A T I V I T Y

D R A M A

D A N C I N G

F R E E L Y  A B L E  T O  D R A W  

I N D O O R S  A N D  O U T D O O R S  

( S M A L L  &  L A R G E  S C A L E )

R O L E  P L A Y  A R E A

S T O R Y  T E L L I N G

A D U L T S  M O D E L L I N G  

I M A G I N A T I V E  P L A Y

M A K I N G  O U R  O W N  

P A I N T B R U S H E S  U S I N G  

N A T U R A L  O B J E C T S

A R T I S T  F O C U S  T O  W O R K  I N  T H E  

S T Y L E  O F

M A K I N G  C A R D S  F O R  C E L E B R A T I O N S

S P E C I A L  D A Y  

C E L E B R A T I O N S



Autumn Spring Summer

Launch Day / Celebration  First day polaroid and balloon, wonderful first week, Nativity speaking role African drumming Fairy Tale Ball

Parental Collaboration
Phone call from my teacher at the end of my first week, bedtime stories, Autumn 

scavenger hunt, Phonics Stay & Play  
School garden planters School garden, decorating stones, teddy bear’s picnic, Father’s Day brunch  

Visits/ Visitors Nocturnal/diurnal animals, visiting St Mary’s Christmas tree festival, theatre  
Life Cycle experience, Visiting St Bertelin’s at Easter

Islamic visitors to share Eid celebrations in school

Celebrations

Harvest, Bonfire Night, Autumn, Remembrance Day, Diwali, Christmas, World 

Nursery Rhyme Week  
New Year, Chinese New Year, Mother's Day, Holi Festival, Easter Eid al-Fitr, Ramadan  

Beaconfields Values

Forest School
Rules, routines, independence, building a bonfire and making a Guy 

Minibeast hunting, Springwatch Building shelters 

Key Vocabulary

Respect, similar, different, natural, nocturnal, diurnal, hibernation, habitat, 

celebration, season

Change, bravery, exploration, country, continent, climate, travel, transport, life cycle, tradition, 

celebration, culture, sowing, planting
Traditional tale, fairytale,  change  

Nursery Rhymes & 

Songs

Pat-a-cake, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I Caught a Fish Alive, This Old Man, Five Little Ducks,  I’m 

A Little Teapot, The Grand Old Duke Of York, Ring O’ Roses, Hickory Dickory Dock, 

The ABC Song

Wind The Bobbin Up, Rock-a-bye Baby, Five Little Monkeys Jumping On The Bed, Twinkle 

Twinkle , If You're Happy And You Know It, Head, Shoulders, Knees And Toes, Old MacDonald, 

Incy Wincy Spider, Baa Baa Black Sheep, Row, Row, Row Your Boat, The Hokey Cokey, The 

Wheels on the Bus

Three blind mice, 10 in the bed, The animals went in two by two, The Farmer’s in his 

Den, A sailor went to see, When I was one… , Frere Jacques, London Bridge, Sing a song 

of sixpence, 10 green bottles, The penguin song, Down in the jungle  

R E C E P T I O N  T E R M L Y  P L A N N E R  



Autumn Term 
We will explain our understanding of the school values and how we use
them in our daily lives. We will celebrate what makes us special and
unique, understanding that we are all valuable individuals. We will make
new friendships, respecting our peers. We will express the way we feel and
will consider the feelings of others. We will consider the perspective of
others and our friends might be made to feel. We will use the toilet
independently and will wash our hands to promote good hand hygiene.

We will use our outdoor area to revise and refine the fundamental
movement skills we have already acquired. We will use large apparatus,
alone and in a group. We will develop our overall body-strength, balance,
co-ordination and agility. We will progress towards a more fluent style of
moving. We will use our core muscle strength to sit with good posture on
the carpet and at a table. We will combine movements with fluency and
ease when completing our daily Just Dance activities. We will use small
tools in the classroom with accuracy. We will develop the foundations of a
handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. We will line up and
queue for lunchtimes in the school hall.

We will create family trees to show the members of our immediate
family. We will name and describe people in our school and
community who are familiar to us. We will learn about characters
from the past such as Guy Fawkes and Rama and Sita. We will learn
about the significance of Remembrance Day and why people wear a
poppy. We will celebrate the festivals of Harvest, Diwali and
Christmas, recognising that people have different beliefs and
celebrate special times in different ways. We will understand that
some places are special to members of our community. We will
explore and investigate our forest area, describing what we see, hear
and feel through the changing seasons. We will learn about woodland
animals, understanding about their habitats. We will learn about
nocturnal and diurnal animals and will meet both types of animal to
embed our learning.

We will know the importance of listening well. We will learn new
vocabulary and will use this in our discussions and at Chatty Snack.
We will ask questions to find our more and to check our
understanding. We will use well-formed sentences to articulate our
ideas and thoughts. We will use social phrases throughout the school
day. We will engage in daily story time; listening to and talking about
stories to build familiarity. We will retell stories using our own words,
story language and words directly from the text. We will listen carefully
to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. We will
learn rhymes, poems and songs and perform in front of an audience.
Our book area will enable us to engage in non- fiction books. We will
listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep
familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.

We will count objects, actions and sounds. We will say the date daily,
noting the day, month and year. We do mental maths daily to practice
our counting and instant recall facts. We will subitise to 5 using
different representations. We will link the number symbol (numeral)
with its cardinal number value. We will count daily, beyond ten. We will
compare numbers 1-5. We will understand the 'one more than/one less
than' relationship between consecutive numbers 1-5. We will explore
the composition of numbers 1-5 using loose parts and numicon to
show different compositions. We will select, rotate and manipulate
shapes to develop spatial reasoning skills. We will make and break
shapes so that we understand shapes have other shapes within them.

We will explore, use and refine a variety of artistic
effects to express our ideas and feelings. We will learn
to create observational drawings of sunflowers, The
Gruffalo, poppies and poinsettias. We will learn about
the artist Jackson Pollock and will create artwork in his
style. We will return to and build on our previous
learning, refining ideas and developing our ability to
represent them. We will use junk modelling to create
collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. We
will listen attentively, move to and talk about music,
expressing our feelings and responses. Watch and talk
about dance and performance art, expressing our
feelings and responses. We will learn Nativity songs and
will sing in a group, matching the pitch and following the
melody. We will use the story trays and ‘mini me’ to
develop storylines in our pretend play.

We will use the Little Wandle phonics scheme to
develop our phonics knowledge in order to become
fluent and independent readers. We will read books that
are matched to our phonics knowledge. We will re-read
these books to build up our confidence in word reading,
our fluency and our understanding and enjoyment. We
will use our phonics to help us spell words using our
phonics knowledge to write the letter or letters needed.
We will write for a purpose to create labels, lists and
captions. We will write our Christian name. We will form
lower-case and capital letters correctly. We will spell
words by identifying the sounds then writing the
letter/s.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Spring Term 
We will show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. We will
be able to recognise our own feelings and moderate these socially and
emotionally. We will learn about ways of living a healthy lifestyle. We will
study the Jigsaw units: Dreams & Goals, Healthy Me, My Health. We will
revisit these themes daily through our PSED and Reflection Time.

We will consolidate and refine the fundamental movement skills we have
already acquired: rolling, crawling, skipping, hopping, running. We will
develop our overall body strength, co-ordination and agility so that we are
able to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and
other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and
swimming. We will continue to complete our daily Just Dance sessions,
following and copying a routine. We will develop our small motor skills so
that we can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently
including developing our independence when using a knife and fork at
lunchtime. We will further develop and refine a range of ball skills such as
underarm throwing and catching with two hands.

We will talk about events and celebrations that are happening in our
lives, families and communities such as New Year, Chinese New Year,
Mother's Day, Holi Festival, and Easter. We will learn about different
countries in the world: United Kingdom, Antarctica, and Africa. We will
recognise some similarities and differences between in these
countries and our lives in Stafford. We will understand that some
places in the world are different to where we live in Stafford. We will
explore different representations of maps and will draw our own
simple information maps. We will create our own simple maps. We
will understand that some places are special to members of our
community and will visit these places. We recognise that people
have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
We will visit church at Easter to understand why and how Christians
celebrate Easter. We will use Forest School to describe what we see,
hear and feel in Winter and Spring. We will investigate the effects of
winter and spring on the natural world around us. We will work
collaboratively with our parents to create a school garden and grow
our own plants.

We will continue with our daily Chatty Snack sessions, facilitated by
adults but led by children’s interests. We will communicate our
thoughts, ideas and actions to another using a range of connectives
when discussing our knowledge and understanding. We will use stories
to help us describe events in some detail using our own words and
new vocabulary that we have learnt. We will use talking partners to
help us work our problems and organise thinking and activities, and to
explain how things work and why they might happen. We will have a
deep knowledge and understanding of stories enabling us to retell,
using some repetition from the story and some of our own words.

We will continue to explore the composition of numbers to 10,
extended our knowledge to 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10. We will use loose part,
numicon and numerals to show different representations of the
numbers. We will continue to embed our fluency in subitizing to 5. We
will be able to automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0- 5
and some to 10 using number rhymes, songs and actions to help us.
We will compare length, weight and capacity.

We will create collaboratively to make props for our role
play area. We will use our 'mini me' people and other
props to develop storylines in our pretend play. We will
explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects such
as painting and observational drawings to express our
ideas and feelings. We will consolidate our colour mixing
skills independently. We will apply our knowledge of the
artist Jackson Pollock into our independent artwork. We
will learn and perform songs for Easter. We will continue
to learn and perform Just Dance routines. We will learn
about joining techniques and consider which method is
most effective to use. We will learn about the artist
Caroline Shotton and will create a swan picture in her
style.

We will use the Little Wandle phonics scheme to
develop our phonics knowledge in order to become
fluent and independent readers. We will read books that
are matched to our phonics knowledge. We will use our
phonics to help us spell words using our phonics
knowledge to write the letter or letters needed. We will
write for a purpose to create labels, lists and captions.
We will write short phrases and sentences with words
with known sound- letter correspondences using a
capital letter and full stop. We will write recognisable
letters, forming most correctly using print. We will show
our understanding of books that have been read to us
by retelling stories and narratives using our own words
and new vocabulary. We will discuss new vocabulary
that we have learnt and will use this to retell stories. We
will predict what might happen next in a story. We will
describe characters, thinking about their appearance,
feelings and emotions.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E
M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



Summer Term 
We will know and talk about the different factors that support our overall
health and wellbeing. We will learn how to be a safe pedestrian, by crossing
the road safely and role playing this on our playground using a track and
bikes. We will learn how to stay safe in the sun, how to apply sun cream
and why this is important. We will know to have sensible amounts of
screen time. We will talk about the importance of having a good sleep
routine. We will study the Jigsaw units: Relationships and My Body. We will
revisit these themes daily through our PSED and Reflection Time.

We will revise and refine the fundamental movement skills we have already
acquired: running and climbing. We will continue to challenge ourselves
and take risks in our Outdoor Area using large equipment to embed the
physical skills we have acquired. We will further develop and refine a range
of ball skills including using different sized balls, throwing and catching. We
will develop our athletic skills ready for Sports Day. We will continue to
learn to hold a pencil effectively so that our handwriting styles are
efficient.

We will continue to describe what we see, hear and feel whilst
outside in the Summer. We will understand the effect of the changing
seasons on the natural world around us and will be able to identify
signs of Summer. We will learn about, and celebrate, the festivals of
Eid al-Fitr and Ramadan, understanding how people celebrate
special times in different ways. We will learn the skills required to
build a shelter in the Forest School area.

We will continue with our daily Chatty Snack sessions, facilitated by
adults but led by children’s interests. We will continue to develop our
retelling of stories, with confidence, using our embedded vocabulary
and story language. We will listen carefully to rhymes and songs,
paying attention to how they sound.

We will count beyond 20. We will begin to notice patterns in the
counting system, beyond 20. We will recall number bonds to 10 and
recall some related subtraction facts. We will share amounts. We will
name odd and even numbers. We will recall double facts to 10. We will
continue to develop our spatial reasoning through manipulating
shapes.

We will listen attentively, move to and talk about music,
expressing our feelings and responses. We will explore
and engage in music making and dance, performing solo
or in groups. We will learn about the artist Georgia
O’Keeffe and will create art in her style.

We will use the Little Wandle phonics scheme to
develop our phonics knowledge in order to become
fluent and independent readers. We will read books that
are matched to our phonics knowledge. We will learn to
write short sentences containing words with known
sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and
full stop. We will re-read what we have written to check
that it makes sense. We will write retells of stories that
we are familiar with, including some of the story
language we have embedded. We will write for a
purpose including: fact files, lists and story retellings.
We will learn to predict events within stories.

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  &  E M O T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E

M A T H E M A T I C S

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  &  D E S I G N

L I T E R A C Y  



PHONICS PROGRESSION: LITTLE WANDLE LETTERS & SOUNDS REVISED 



Autumn Spring Summer

Self Regulation

Building 

Relationships

Managing Self 

We are learning to...See ourselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful

relationships. Express our feelings and consider the feelings of others. Think about the perspective of

others. Manage our own personal hygiene needs.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Show resilience and perseverance in the face of

challenge. Identify and moderate our own feelings

socially and emotionally. Know and talk about the

different factors that support our overall health

and wellbeing: Healthy eating, regular physical

activity, toothbrushing.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Know and talk about the different factors

that support our overall health and

wellbeing: being a safe pedestrian,

staying safe in the sun, sensible amounts

of screen time, having a good sleep

routine.

Observational 

Checkpoints  - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development  

Self-Regulation

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving

• several ideas or actions.

Managing Self

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;

• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 

Building Relationships

• Children at the expected level of development will:

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;

• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;

• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)
Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the
important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others.

Children should be supported to manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and direct attention as
necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children
they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

B E  M O R E  B E A C O N F I E L D S  A S S E M B L Y  

C H I L D R E N  T A K I N G  

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  A S  M O N I T O R S

S C H O O L  V A L U E S

C A L M  D O W N  

S T R A T E G I E S

T H E  C O L O U R  M O N S T E R  S T O R Y  

E M O T I O N S

E M B E D D E D  H Y G I E N E  

R O U T I N E S

C I R C L E  T I M E

S T A F F  M O D E L L I N G  G O O D  

M A N N E R S  &  M O R N I N G  

G R E E T I N G S

C H I L D  I N I T I A T E D  P L A Y

M I N D F U L N E S S  E X E R C I S E S

C L E A R  R U L E S  T O  K E E P  U S  

S A F E  W H E N  A C C E S S I N G  

P L A Y  

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A T  

P A R K S I D E :  E M O T I O N A L  

W E L L B E I N G  &  R E S I L I E N C E  

R I S K  A S S E S S I N G  F O R  

O U R S E L V E S  D U R I N G  P L A Y  

S T A F F  E N C O U R A G I N G  

R I S K T A K I N G  I N  P L A Y  



Autumn Spring Summer

Speaking

Listening, Attention 

and Understanding 

We are learning to...

Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. Learn new vocabulary. Use new

vocabulary throughout the day. Ask questions to find our more and to check that we understand what has

been said to us. Articulate our ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Develop social phrases.

Engage in storytimes. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity. Retell the story, once we have

developed a deep familiarity with the text, some exact repetition and some in our own words. Use new

vocabulary in different contexts. Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they

sound. Learn rhymes, poems and songs. Engage in non-fiction books. Listen to and talk about selected

non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.

We are learning to..

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Connect one idea or action to another using a

range of connectives. Describe events in some

detail. Use talk to help work our problems and

organise thinking and activities, and to explain

how things work and why they might happen.

Retell a story, once we have developed a deep

familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition

and some in their own words.

We are learning to...

Consolidation of previous skills taught.

Retell a story, once we have developed a

deep familiarity with the text, some as

exact repetition and some in their own

words. Listen carefully to rhymes and

songs, paying attention to how they

sound.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Listening, Attention and Understanding

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;

• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.

Speaking

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;

• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when

• appropriate;

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their

teacher.

Communication and Language 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive
development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and
echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children’s language effectively.

Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give
children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate,
children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Communication and Language

C H A T T Y  

S N A C K

R E A D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S :  

I N D O O R S  &  O U T D O O R S

D A I L Y  S T O R Y  T I M E  

L I T E R A C Y  L E A R N I N G  W A L L :  C U R R E N T  

&  P R O G R E S S I V E

L I T T L E  W A N D L E  D E C O D A B L E  B O O K S  &  W O R D L E S S  B O O K S  

R E A D I N G  F A M I L I A R  S T O R I E S  T O

B U I L D  K N O W L E D G E ,  F L U E N C Y  &  V O C A B U L A R Y  

K E Y  A N D  N E W  V O C A B U L A R Y  O N  

L E A R N I N G  W A L L S  

L A N G U A G E  R I C H  

E N V I R O N M E N T

N A R R A T I V E  I M M E R S I O N  

I N T O  H I G H  Q U A L I T Y  T E X T S

S T O R Y  T R A Y S ,  

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  R E T E L L  

S T O R I E S  U S I N G  O W N  

W O R D S  A N D  L A N G U A G E  

D I R E C T L Y  F R O M  T E X T

A D U L T S  M O D E L  A N D  

S U P P O R T  C O N V E R S A T I O N  

S K I L L S

M O R N I N G  G R E E T I N G S  

S O N G S  A N D  R O U T I N E S

T A L K  F O R  W R I T E :  S T O R I E S  

&  S T O R Y  M A P S  

T A L K  F O R  W R I T I N G



Autumn Spring Summer

Gross Motor Skills

Fine MotorSkills  

We are learning to...

Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills we have already acquired: walking & jumping. 

Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace. Use our core muscle 

strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. Combine different 

movements with ease and fluency. Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus 

indoors and outdoors, alone and in a group. Develop overall body-strength, balance, co-ordination and 

agility. Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Further 

develop the skills we need to manage the school day successfully: lining up and queuing and lunchtimes.

We are learning to..

Revise and refine the fundamental movement 

skills we have already acquired: rolling, crawling, 

skipping, hopping, running. Develop the overall 

body strength, co- ordination and agility needed to 

engage successfully with future physical education 

sessions and other physical disciplines including 

dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming. Develop 

our small motor skills so that we can use a range of 

tools competently, safely and confidently. Further 

develop and refine a range of ball skills.

We are learning to...

Revise and refine the

fundamental movement skills we

have already acquired: running and

climbing. Further develop and refine a

range of ball skills.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Gross Motor Skills

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;

• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;

• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.

Fine Motor Skills

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

Physical Development 
TPhysical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with
sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults.

By creating games and providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross motor skills
provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied
opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and
confidence.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Physical Development

F O R E S T  S C H O O L  A T  

P A R K S I D E

W E E K L Y  P E  S E S S I O N S  I N D O O R S  

A N D  O U T D O O R S  A C C E S S I N G  

S M A L L  A N D  L A R G E  A P P A R A T U S

S Q U I G G L E  M E  I N T O  A  W R I T E R

M O D E L L I N G  A N D  S U P P O R T  F O R  O N E  

H A N D E D  T O O L S

W R I T I N G  I M P L E M E N T S  A V A I L A B L E  

I N D O O R S  A N D  O U T D O O R S

G E T T I N G  C H A N G E D  I N D E P E N D E N T L Y

A  V I S I T  F R O M  A  D E N T I S T

C O N S T R U C T I O N  A R E A
C O L L A B O R A T I N G  W I T H  T H E  

K I T C H E N  A B O U T  H E A L T H Y  

F O O D S : B A K I N G  &  C O O K I N G  

S E S S I O N S   

U S I N G  L A R G E ,  S M A L L  A N D  

R E A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  

M A T E R I A L S

B I K E S

D A I L Y  J U S T  D A N C E

S N A C K  T I M E :  H E A L T H Y  

S N A C K S

P R O M O T I N G  G O O D  O R A L  

H Y G I E N E



Autumn Spring Summer

Reading: Word 

Reading & 

Comprehension 

Writing 

We are learning to...

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into words, so that we can read short 

words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent 

one sound and say sounds for them. Read a few common exception words matched to our school's phonic 

programme. Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound 

correspondences and, where necessary, a few common exception words. Re-read these books to build up 

our confidence in word reading, our fluency and our understanding and enjoyment. Form lower-case and 

capital letters correctly. Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s.

We are learning to..

Write short sentences with words with known 

sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter 

and full stop.

We are learning to...

Write short sentences with words with 

known sound-letter correspondences 

using a capital letter and full stop. Re-

read what we have written to check that 

it makes sense.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Comprehension

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Word Reading

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

Writing

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;

• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

Literacy
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from
birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and
composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Literacy

L I T T L E  W A N D L E :  L E T T E R S  &  S O U N D S  

R E V I S E D  D A I L Y  

A C C E S S I B L E  R E A D I N G  A R E A S :  

I N D O O R S  &  O U T D O O R S

H I G H  Q U A L I T Y  T E X T  S T I M U L U S  

L A N G U A G E  R I C H  E N V I R O N M E N T

A D U L T S  M O D E L L I N G  W R I T I N G  F O R  A  

P U R P O S E  W I T H I N  E N V I R O N M E N T :  

L I S T S ,  I N S T R U C T I O N S ,  S T O R I E S ,  

L A B E L S ,  D R A W I N G  &  S C R I B I N G

D E C O D A B L E  B O O K S  M A T C H E D  T O  

I N D I V I D U A L  P H O N I C  L E V E L  

P H O N I C S  P A R E N T  W O R K S H O P S

L I T T L E  W A N D L E  R E A D I N G  

G R O U P S  T H R E E  T I M E S  P E R  

W E E K  

V I S I T  T O  T H E  S C H O O L  

L I B R A R Y  W E E K L Y  

T W O  R E A D I N G  B O O K S :  

P H O N I C S  &  R E A D I N G  F O R  

P L E A S U R E  

S T O R Y  T R A Y S  T O  R E T E L L  

S T O R I E S  A N D  C R E A T E  O W N

R E G U L A R  C H A N G I N G  O F  

B O O K S  I N  B O O K  A R E A .  

F A M I L I A R  S T O R I E S

H I G H  Q U A L I T Y ,  

P R O G R E S S I V E  B O O K S  I N  

B A S K E T  F O R  E N D  O F  T H E  

D A Y  S T O R Y

C L I P B O A R D S ,  D I F F E R E N T  

P A P E R S ,  E N V E L O P E S ,  P O S T  

I T S  W I T H I N

p r o v i s i o n

E V E R Y B O D Y  W R I T E S :  

I M M E R S I V E  P R O V I S I O N

P H O N I C S  G R O W  T H E  C O D E  C H A R T  

S T O R Y  T I M E  D A I L Y

T A L K  F O R  W R I T E :  C O L L A B O R A T I V E  

&  I N D I V I D U A L  



Mathematics
Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the
relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers.

By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding – such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting – children will develop a secure base of knowledge and
vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space
and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make
mistakes.

Autumn Spring Summer

Number

Numerical Pattern

We are learning to...

Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise. Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number 

value. Count beyond ten. Compare numbers. Understand the 'one more than/one less than' relationship 

between consecutive numbers. Explore the composition of numbers to 10. Select, rotate and manipulate 

shapes to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a 

shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can.

We are learning to..

Compare numbers. Explore the composition of 

numbers to 10. Automatically recall number bonds 

for numbers 0-5 and some to 10. Compare length, 

weight and capacity.

We are learning to...

Verbally count beyond 20. Recognise 

pattern of the counting system beyond 

20. Develop our spatial reasoning skills. 

Automatically recall double facts. 

Compare quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts by adding more and taking 

away.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Number

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;

• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;

• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and

• some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

Numerical Patterns

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other

• quantity;

• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Mathematics

D A I L Y  M E N T A L  M A T H S

W E E K L Y  P A R E N T A L  S T A Y  &  

S O L V E  S E S S I O N S

N U M B E R  R I C H  E N V I R O N M E N T

C O U N T I N G  A N D  N U M B E R  S K I L L S  

M O D E L L E D  D A I L Y  B Y  S T A F F  

P A T T E R N  S P O T T I N G  I N  T H E  

E N V I R O N M E N T

G I A N T  N U M I C O N  I N  O U T D O O R  A R E A

T E N S  F R A M E S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  

W A N T I N G  F R U I T  &  M I L K

N U M B E R  S O N G S  &  R H Y M E S  
A D U L T S  M O D E L L I N G  

M A T H E M A T I C A L  L A N G U A G E ,  

D I S C U S S I O N  A N D  P R O B L E M  

S O L V I N G

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  

E X P L O R E  A N D  I N V E S T I G A T E  

P A T T E R N S

W H I T E  R O S E  T O  S U P P O R T  

P L A N N I N G

A C T I V E  M A T H S  

R E A L  L I F E  M A T H S  P R O B L E M  

S O L V I N G  



Expressive Arts and Design 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with
a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.

Autumn Spring Summer

Creating with 

Materials

Being Imaginative 

and Expressive 

We are learning to...

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express our ideas and feelings. Return to and build 

on our previous learning, refining ideas and developing our ability to represent them. Create 

collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, 

expressing our feelings and responses. Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing our 

feelings and responses. Sing in a group, or on our own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the 

melody. Develop storylines in our pretend play. Explore and engage in music making and dance, 

performing solo or in groups.

We are learning to..

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects 

to express our ideas and feelings. Return to and 

build on our previous learning, refining ideas and 

developing our ability to represent them.

Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources 

and skills. Develop storylines in our pretend play. 

Explore and engage in music making and dance, 

performing solo or in groups.

We are learning to...

Listen attentively, move to and talk 

about music, expressing our feelings and 

responses. Explore and engage in music 

making and dance, performing solo or in 

groups.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Creating with Materials

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;

• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

Being Imaginative and Expressive

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.



How this is facilitated at 
Beaconfields

Expressive Arts and Design

N A T I V I T Y :  S P E A K I N G  R O L E S  A N D  

S I N G I N G

H I G H - Q U A L I T Y  R O L E  P L A Y  

A R E A

D A I L Y  J U S T  D A N C E

E X P L O R I N G  D I F F E R E N T  M E D I A S

S I N G  U P  M U S I C  S C H E M E

I N D E P E N D E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  

A R T I S T I C  S K I L L S

L I S T E N I N G  T O  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  

M U S I C :  R E C O R D E D  A N D  L I V E

A R T I S T  F O C U S  A N D  

I N S P I R A T I O N

P A N T O M I M E  P E R F O R M A N C E

I M A G I N A T I V E  P L A Y

R E T E L L I N G  S T O R I E S  U S I N G  

P R O P S  A N D  C O S T U M E S

A R T I S T S  S H O W C A S I N G  

T H E I R  W O R K  I N  S C H O O L

C R E A T I N G  W I T H  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  

M A T E R I A L S  F R E E L Y  

P L A Y I N G  U N T U N E D  I N S T R U M E N T S

D R E S S I N G  U P  I N  R E A L  

C L O T H E S  A N D  

A C C E S S O R I E S



Understanding the World 
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world
around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and
poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding
across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

Autumn Spring Summer

Past and Present

People, Culture and 

Communities

The Natural World

We are learning to...

Talk about members of our immediate family and community. Name and describe people who are familiar to us. 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. Understand that some places are 

special to members of our community. Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times 

in different ways. Describe what we see, hear and feel whilst outside. Understand the effect of the changing 

seasons on the natural world around us.

We are learning to..

Draw simple information from a map. Recognise some 

similarities and differences between life in this country 

and life in other countries. Recognise some 

environments that are different to the one in which 

they live. Understand that some places are special to 

members of our community. Recognise that people 

have different beliefs and celebrate special times in 

different ways. Describe what we see, hear and feel 

whilst outside. Understand the effect of the changing 

seasons on the natural world around us.

We are learning to...

Comment on images of familiar situations 

in the past. Talk about members of our 

immediate family and community. Describe 

what we see, hear and feel whilst outside. 

Understand the effect of the changing 

seasons on the natural world around us.

Observational 

Checkpoints - Early 

Learning Goals

Children at the 

expected level of 

development 

Past and Present

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

People, Culture and Communities

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

The Natural World

• • Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;

• • Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.



How this is facilitated at 
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Understanding the World

N A T I V I T Y :  S P E A K I N G  R O L E S  A N D  

S I N G I N G

H I G H - Q U A L I T Y  R O L E  P L A Y  

A R E A

D A I L Y  J U S T  D A N C E

E X P L O R I N G  D I F F E R E N T  M E D I A S

S I N G  U P  M U S I C  S C H E M E

I N D E P E N D E N T  A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  

A R T I S T I C  S K I L L S

L I S T E N I N G  T O  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  

M U S I C :  R E C O R D E D  A N D  L I V E

A R T I S T  F O C U S  A N D  

I N S P I R A T I O N

P A N T O M I M E  P E R F O R M A N C E

I M A G I N A T I V E  P L A Y

R E T E L L I N G  S T O R I E S  U S I N G  

P R O P S  A N D  C O S T U M E S

A R T I S T S  S H O W C A S I N G  

T H E I R  W O R K  I N  S C H O O L

C R E A T I N G  W I T H  A  V A R I E T Y  O F  

M A T E R I A L S  F R E E L Y  

P L A Y I N G  U N T U N E D  I N S T R U M E N T S

D R E S S I N G  U P  I N  R E A L  

C L O T H E S  A N D  

A C C E S S O R I E S


